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Carina. — Journal of Mr. Lord at 
Ningpo 


(Continued from p. 142.) 


Oct. 27, 1847. In my walk this eve- 
ning through one of the busy streets 
of the city, my attention was arrested 
by the clanking of chains, On look- 
ing up, I discovered a company of the 
most miserable looking wretches I 
ever beheld, hobbling down the street 
with chains about their necks, arms 
and legs. They had about them a few 
filthy rags to hide their nakedness, but 
nothing that could afford them much 
protection from the heat, the cold, or 
the storm. ‘The sadness of death was 
depicted in their countenances, if, in- 
deedjtheir haggard features might be 
said"tO have any expression. They 
were, probably, going to the place of 
execution, or perhaps to prison, which 
could be scarcely less terrible. The 
Chinese word for prison, with the 
word for earth prefixed, signifies hell. 
The appearance of these poor wretch- 
es, though it was enough to make one’s 
heart ache, seemed to create no sur- 
prise nor to excite any pity on the part 
of their fellow-countrymen. Indeed 
they seemed to attract much less at- 
tention than myself. Alas! what a 
wreck sin has made of our moral na- 
ture, that we can look upon such a 
spectacle with no feelings of pity and 
pain! But these, probably, are familiar 
scenes, 


Church organized—Objects of church organi- 
zation illustrated. 

31. Had a meeting to-day for the 
purpose of organizing ourselves into a 
Christian church. After a short re- 
ligious exercise, a part of which was 
occupied in remarks upon the nature 
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and design of such an institution, (see 
Mag. p. 166) we set our names (four of 
us) to the articles and covenant which 


had been previously prepared. We 
then proceeded to celebrate the ordi- 
nance of the Lord’s Supper. The oc- 
casion was one of deep and solemn 


interest, and I trust also it was one of 


profit to us all. 

Nov. 8. Held this evening our first 
missionary concert since the organiza- 
tion of our little church. Took upa 
collection at the close, of $1,50 for 
missions. We esteem it a privilege 
not only to devote ourselves to the work 
of spreading the gospel among the 
heathen, but also to unite with our 
brethren at home in contributing of 
our substance for the same object. O 
may the Lord give us liberal hearts and 
ready hands. Freely we have received ; 
why should we not freely give ? 


Examination and baptism of Chiu Seen-sang. 

For a more extended notice of Chiu 
Seen-sang, and of the evidences of his con- 
version to the Christian faith, see pp. 
139-141 of Mag. for April. 


14, Lord’s day. A meeting was 
held this evening for the purpose of 
examining Chiu Seen-sang, as a can- 
didate for baptism. The meeting was 
attended by the Rev. Mr. Jarram and 
the younger Mr. Hudson, missionaries 
of the English General Baptists, The 
examination seemed very | 
to all present. The church voted t 
receive the candidate after having been 
baptized. The deportment of this 
man since he has professed conversion, 
so far as we know, has beep very con- 
sistent. He seems to have a very good 
knowledge of Christianity, and to pos- 


sess a good share of its spirit. Bus 
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for all this, in extending to him the 
hand of Christian fellowship I cannot 
divest myself of feelings of solicitude ; 
and when called upon to administer to 


him the ordinance of baptism, | shall 


do it with a trembling hand. But 
however great may be my solicitude, 
I cannot Jonger withhold from him the. 
privileges which he claims. We have 
not been precipitant in this matter, if 
we have been unwise. This, however, 
we must leave for the future to disclose. 

21. Administered to-day the ordi- 
nance of baptism to Chiu Seen-sang. 
But few were present at the water 
side, owing in part probably to the 
weather, which was cold and windy, 
but chiefly, doubtless, to its not being 
known that the rite was to be per- 
formed. We had a short service 
at the water side, partly in English 
and partly in Chinese. The Chinese 
present were orderly, although they 
could little understand what such 
things could mean. 

Dec. 9. Moved to-day into our new 
house, although it is not yet completed. 
As much of my time was required 
here, to oversee the workmen; and as 
it was so far completed as to afford us 
much more comfortable quarters than 
we could have in the house we were 
occupying, we could not make up our 
minds to delay moving a few weeks 
longer, although it was advised by 
some of our friends. I shall feel, when 
the house is finished, which I hope 
will be in a few days, that I am re- 
lieved of a very great care; and not 
merely of care, but of labor. No small 
amount of work I have had to do with 
my own hands. 

1]. Br. Macgowan and his wife left 
us to-day on a visit to Shanghai, being 
furnished with a gratuitous passage 
there and back by the kindness of 
Capt. Neal, commander of a small 
schooner, engaged chiefly, I think, in 
convoying junks up and down the 
coast. Pirates on the coast are now 
so numerous and powerful, that it is 
almost impossible for trading junks to 
sail without a foreign convoy. And 
as there is a very large trade between 
the different ports, it affords a very 
laudable and profitable employment 
for a few small vessels. A_ single 
schooner, carrying six or eight guns, is 
= sufficient to convoy a fleet of 

fty or a hundred junks. Br. Mac- 
gowan is expecting to be absent but 
ten or twelve days. Much of my time 
is still occupied in overseeing my 
workmen. Find myself this evening, 


as usual, very much fatigued. Rejoice 
that to-morrow will be a day of rest. 

12. Lord’s day. Cold and wet. 
None out to chapel this morning, and 
but few this afternoon. 

13. Very cold and a heavy wind 
from the north. Continued my efforts 
to have the work on my house ad- 
vanced. Made some ineffectual at- 
tempts to settle with the contractors ; 
but they were unwilling to submit to 
my proposals. 

19. Lord’s day. Preached this 
morning in the Presbyterian chapel. 
This afternoon attended as usual our 
Chinese service. 

21. Attended to-day a wedding. 
The parties were natives of the island 
of Java, a mixture of Chinese and Ma- 
lay. They had both been connected 
with missionary families for a number 
of years, and both profess to be Chris- 
tians. The ceremony, therefore, was 
in accordance with the usages of 
Christian nations. 

22. Have been enabled to resume 
to-day with Jess interruption my 
studies. Consummated this evening 
the settlement with my house builders. 

27. Br. and sister Macgowan re- 
turned to-day. We had hoped that 
they would bring us letters from Amer- 
ica; but in this we were disappointed. 
He brought us intelligence, however, 
that br. Johnson had sailed, and 
would, without much doubt, proceed 
to Ningpo. 


Retrospect. 


The reader will be reminded in the fol- 
lowing paragraph, that Mr. Lord’s original 
designation was to Hongkong. On his ar- 
rival there, however, it was thought ad- 
visable by the resident missionaries, that 
he should at once proceed to Ningpo in 
view of the more urgent necessities of that 
field, leaving Hongkong to be supplied by 
a subsequent appointment. 


31. The close of this year is cal- 
culated to awaken reflections of pe- 
culiar interest. It has been a year of 
change,—a year of mercies. At the 
close of the last year we were in the 
busy whirl of leaving our native land. 
The farewell scenes were closing,— 
the farewell words were nearly spoken. 
A few days, and they were closed,— 
they were spoken; and we were toss- 
ing upon the heaving billows. Then 
followed weary weeks and months in 
the dull monotony of a life at sea, ere 
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we could reach the place of our desti- 
pation. The long wished-for hour at 
length came ; and we landed safely at 
our desired haven. But here we could 
not tarry. Again we were on the 
deep, tossing upon its treacherous 
waves. The seas at length were 
crossed, and we had reached the field 
of our future labor. Then followed 
months of labor, care and anxiety be- 
fore we could secure a dwelling that 
we could call our home. ‘That dwel- 
ling is now secured. I have now a 
comfortable home for myself and the 
dear one who shares my joys and sor- 
rows. But why do I talk of home? 
Earth has no home for the Christian. 
True, earth has no home for the soul. 
But the body needs a resting place. 
Such a home God has given me at 
last. This is a dear place though in a 
heathen land, far dearer than all I have 
left in a Christian land. 

Jan. 19, 1848. Nothing of special 
interest since my last date. Have been 
less interrupted in my studies, and 
have enjoyed very good health. The 
rumor of new troubles at Canton 
has reached us. We are waiting with 
great anxiety the arrival of the next 
mail. We have no very great fears 
that these troubles will affect us, yet it 
is quite possible that they may. It 
seems to be the general impression 
here, that things cannot long remain 
as they are at present. China has be- 
come too near a neighbor to civilized 
nations, to be allowed to continue to 
treat them as barbarians. War and 
bloodshed is to be deprecated when 
unjust, and always to be Jarmented. 
Yet this may be the means by which 
God will cast down and humble this 
haughty, yet imbecile people. 


Letter of Ningpo Missionaries. 


The following letter, dated at Ningpo, 
Dec. 30, 1847, gives a summary view of 
the operations of the station the past year, 
and of its opening prospects, and although 
anticipated in some of its details, will be 
valuable and interesting to our readers. 


Historical review of the station. 


The close of the year seems a fit 
occasion for retrospect,—to look back 
from the vantage ground we have 
gained, and mark the kind hand that 
has led us, and the many ways it has 
been employed for our good. It isa 


time also when it is suitable that we 
should cast about us, and endeavor to 
ascertain what is our condition and 
what are our prospects, Moreover, 
you will doubtless expect from us oc- 
casionally some more connected and 
condensed account of our doings and 
prospects, than can be gathered from 
our infrequent letters and interrupted 
journals. 

The mission during the year that is 
now closing, although it has experi- 
enced in its onward progress no great 
revolutions, such as are recorded in 
the accounts of some of our sister mis- 
sions, has, nevertheless, enjoyed much 
of the divine favor. Its little band, 
though not exempt from sickness, has 
not been lessened by death. Nor has 
any of its number been compelled to 
leave his field of labor, and, with a 
stricken, bleeding heart, return to his 
native land to repair the energies of a 
broken constitution. Those who were 
on the ground at its commencement, 
have been allowed to remain. They 
have also been permitted, at least in 
part, to realize their long-cherished 
hope of being joined by other laborers. 

The Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Lord, who 
had been designated to the southern 
station, arrived at Hongkong on the 
28th of April. But on account of the 


death of Mrs. Devan and the failure of 


Dr. Devan’s health, our missionary op- 
erations at Canton had been suspended. 
It was thought advisable, therefore, 
that Mr. and Mrs. Lord should pro- 
ceed immediately to Ningpo. Accord- 
ingly, availing themselves of the earliest 
opportunity, on the 19th of May they 
sailed from Hongkong for Shanghai, 
it being impossible to obtain a pas- 
sage to Ningpo direct. They reached 
Shanghai, atter a somewhat protracted 


June. After waiting here about a 
week, they obtained a passage to Ning- 
po, where they arrived on the morning 
of the 20th of June; a little more than 
a month after their embarkation from 


Hongkong, and about five and a half 


months after their embarkation from 
New York. 


Routine of religious services. 


There has been some alteration dur- 
ing the year in the places and time for 
holding public worship. At present 
we have two regular services on Lord’s 
day at the chapel rented by the mis- 
sion. The chapel is also required to 
be open during the whole week, where 


the native assistant is stationed to give 
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and unpleasant passage, on the 10th of 
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instruction and occasionally tracts to 
those who call. Our usual congrega- 
tions vary from fifty to 200. The visit- 
ers of the assistant during the week 
are often 200 or more. On three days 
of the week Dr. Macgowan attends at 
the hospital, which adjoins the chapel. 
Here he has abundant opportunities to 
heal the sick and preach the gospel to 
the poor. In addition to his medical 
services at the hospital and in private 
families, he gives occasional lectures 
on medical subjects to native practi- 
tioners. On Saturday afternoon he has 
a bible class at his own house, which 
is attended hy those who are regarded 
as inquirers. A monthly concert is 
also conducted, which several Chinese 
attend besides the native assistant. 
Considerable Jabor has also been per- 
formed during the year in places which 
have been visited for health, and also 
in our daily walks and occasional ex- 
cursions in our own and adjoining 
neighborhoods. A mission church was 
formed on the 3lst of October. On 
the 2ist of November Chiu Seen-sang 
was baptized. He was formely Dr. 
Macgowan’s teacher, but he is now 
employed as assistant. ‘There are two 
others that have applied for baptism. 
One of them we have some encourage- 
ment to believe has been converted. 
The mission have distributed during 
the year scriptures and tracts amount- 
ing in all to 95,000 pages. A much 
larger number might have been advan- 
tageously distributed, had our means 
for this purpose been adequate. 

The missionaries have had no schools 
during the year. Arrangements, how- 
ever, are being made to establish a 
small day school, with the hope of 
being able at some future day to enter 
more fully into this very important 
department of missionary labor. 


Mission houses. 


Upon Mr. Lord’s arrival at Ningpo 
considerable difficulty was experienced 
in endeavoring to obtain for him a 
suitable dwelling. This was owing 
not so much to any unwillingness on 
the part of the Chinese to rent houses 
to foreigners, as to the fact that the 
houses they have to rent are not such 
as foreigners need, and also that they 
are usually in places where it is either 
inconvenient, or, on account of its un- 
healthiness, unsafe to live. After a 
month or two of hopeless effort to ob- 
tain a house that could be made to 
answer with a small outlay of expense, 
it was thought to be the better course, 


[Sepr. 


provided an eligible site could be ob- 
tained, to build. A small lot was sub- 
sequently obtained, lying on the city 
bank of the river, about one fourth ofa 
mile without the wall, and the same 
distance from the residence of Dr. 
Macgowan. Upon this site a small, 
but convenient and comfortable house 
has since been erected, and is now vuc- 
cupied by Mr. Lord. Br. Macgowan 
had suffered still longer and far great- 
er inconveniences and exposures be- 
fore getting into his present house. 
This was formerly a Chinese house ; 
but has been so remodeled as to make 
him now a very pleasant and comfort- 
able dwelling. It stands just without 
the city wall and within a few yards of 
one of the gates.* The building occu- 
pied as chapel and hospital, is within 
the city, and is located on one of the 
most public streets. It has been rent- 
ed at a moderate price, and made to 
answer present purposes with but a 
small outlay of expense. ‘The mission, 
however, is greatly in need of a better 
chapel, and better accommodations for 
a hospital. 


Prospects—Grounds of encouragement. 


To this brief account of our doings, 
we will only add a few words in rela- 
tion to our prospects. These we do 
not regard as either dark or doubtful. 
It is true that as yet we are few and 
feeble, and have difficulties to en- 
counter which are of no ordinary 
magnitude. The people around us 
seem physically, intellectually and 
morally degraded to a level but a little 
above the beasts that perish. We see 
them entrenched in their systems of 
idolatry, which, strong at first, have 
been gathering strength for ages, till 
now as a mass it seems a bulwark al- 
most impregnable. In addition to 
these and the difficulty of acquiring 
their language, must be added another 
which perhaps throws more real diffi- 
culty in the way of the missionary 
than any or all the others combined. 
It is their deep-rooted and universal dis- 
honesty. It may be doubted whether 
there can be found a Chinese, from the 
emperor on the throne to his most dis- 
tant and menial subject, excepting the 
few who have become Christians, that 
is a man of veracity. It is easy to 
make among them many friends, but it 


* The location of the mission houses, we 
think, is one of the most favorable that the 
place could afford, both as respects conven- 
rence and health. 
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is difficult to make one that you could 
trust even with your life, should the 
mandarins offer for your head a small 
bounty, except you knew it in time to 
offer a greater. But all these things 
do not discourage us. We firmly be- 
lieve that He who has commanded us 
to go and teach all nations, will be 
with us unto the end; and make, 
through the agency of the Divine 
Spirit, the gospel which we preach the 
power of God unto the salvation of 
those whom he has ordained unto 
eternal life. This is our hope of suc- 
cess, and this must be the missionary’s 
hope whether in this or in other lands. 
We are far, however, froin believing 
that China, with all its difficulties, is, 
compared with other portions of hea- 
thendom, a discouraging field of labor. 
If it has its difficulties, it has also its 
advantages. Ningpo is doubtless one 
of, if not the most important and 
promising fields in China, accessible 
to Protestant missionaries. They en- 
joy here full toleration. They go 
wherever they wish, and wherever 
they go they can preach the gospel 
without the least molestation. The 
people are invariably kind and respect- 
ful. Nothing of that hateful and bitter 
feeling exists here, which characterizes 
the people of Canton; or, at least, if 
any of it exists, it is carefully sup- 
pressed. Another advantage which 
Ningpo enjoys, is its freedom from the 
evils attendant upon a large foreign 
trade. Its foreign population is almost 
entirely missionaries. ‘The Catholic 
influence too, is here very small, which 
is a consideration of no small im- 
portance, 

In conclusion, we may express the 
hope that the Board will not become 
discouraged with this far-off and per- 
haps expensive mission. A mission 
cannot be established and its machin- 
ery put into operation without expense. 


S1am.—Leiters of Mr. Goddard. 


The letter from which we make the fol- 
lowing extracts was written at Bangkok, 
Dec, 17, and though of earlier date than 
other communications previously received, 
will not be found wanting in interest. 


Baptism of Chek Pit—Encouragements to 
Jabor. 


On the first Sabbath of this month 
we were permitted again to visit the 
“river side, where prayer has been 
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wont to be made,” in the shade of a 
broad-spreading tamarind tree,—and 
there to receive to our number another 
individual, buried with Christ in bap- 
tism and rising again, as we humbly 
hope, to newness of life. Chek Pit, 
a man in middle life, has long attended 
worship, and for some months past 
given very satisfactory evidence of 
being a true worshipper. I trust he is 
an evidence that the Holy Spirit, with 
his regenerating influences, is among 
us. His penitence for sin,—his grati- 
tude to the Savior,—his love to the 
brethren,—his love of the bible,—and 
his zeal to make known to others the 
blessed news which have sounded in 
his ears and gladdened his heart, are, 
we believe, genuine fruits of the Spirit ; 
and we hope to see the work, thus 
commenced, finally consummated in 
eternal glory. We trust his is another 
tongue which from among the Chinese 
will join in the song of redeeming love 
around the throne forever; and from 
present appearance we would hope, 
he will also be the means of bringing 
others to the knowledge of the truth. 
There are two others on whom we 
look as hopeful converts. Besides 
this, two of the brethren, who had 
caused us much grief and anxiety by 
their neglect of public worship, seem 
to be awakened, and we hope may in 
future be more devoted and consistent 
in the service of Christ. Thus our 
hearts are made to rejoice in the midst 
of our trials, and we feel abundantly 
encouraged to go on in our work, as 
we have evidence that our labors are 
not in vain. 

Who would not be willing to labor 
even in this dark, despised corner of 
the earth, if he might be permitted (as 
we have been) to gather in a few hope- 
ful converts every year? Certainly this 
field is not yet destitute of promise or 
encouragement. And as we are now 
closing another year, we are enabled 
to begin the new one with new hopes 
and new efforts for the salvation of 
souls. Whether we shall be per- 
mitted to continue those efforts to the 
close of the year, is known only to 
Him who knows the end from the be- 
ginning. Our lives are but as a vapor ; 
yet while they last, it is our pleasure to 
sow and reap and gather in fruit to 
life eternal. And when they vanish 
away, who will break to this little 
church the bread of life, and point this 
dying people to the Lamb of God ? 
Who, I ask : who ? 
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Native contributions to the work. 


During the past year one native tract 
distributer has been supported by the 
monthly concert contributions of the 
church, at an expense of thirty-six 
ticals ($22,00); and a subscription has 
now been opened for the support of 
the assistant at Leng-kia-chu during 
the coming year. ‘Twenty-five ticals 
have already been subscribed by the 
native brethren. 

We have also purchased a lot of 
ground at Bang-chang, and one of the 
brethren has gone with his family to 
live there. 


A pledge given, and to be redeemed. 


By the help of God we hope to do 
something there notwithstanding our 
weakness. We have no mind to re- 
trench our operations or abandon our 
work ; and we hope (though sometimes 
against hope,) that the people of God 
will not abandon us in this season of 
our extremity. We have committed 
ourselves, and we intend to commit 
ourselves more and more, to the work 
in which we are engaged. We intend 
to pledge the honor of the Baptist de- 
nomination iu the United States, to 
maintain the cause of Christ even in 
this dark land. Nay, rather, that de- 
nomination have long since pledged 
themselves. And how are they re- 
deeming the pledge! Here we are,— 
our name has gone abroad through the 
whole kingdom as those who freely 
give books to teach the way of salva- 
tion; and in consequence multitudes 
of Siamese, from different parts of the 
country, are daily calling on us for 
such books; and we are often unable 
to furnish them. We are obliged to 
say, Come again some days hence, and 
we hope we may have some ready ; 
or, perhaps, we give them again some 
tract Which they have already read, or 
some part of an unfinished tract to sat- 
isfy their present demands. How can 
this be called redeeming our pledge ? 
But we also have a name as teachers, 
who explain the true doctrines and teach 
the way of life; and, therefore, men 
come to converse with us; when, lo! 
from the pressure of duties and tew- 
ness of laborers we have scarcely any 
leisure to converse with them. ‘They 
go away disappointed; and thus is our 
pledge redeemed ! 

Christian friends, consider, | beseech 
you, what you will do in these circum- 
stances, and do it with your might. 
On us rests a responsibility, and also 
on the churches in our native land. 


Siam.— Letters of Mr. Goddard. 
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We have to mourn and to confess that 
our part of the responsibility is but 
poorly sustained, and we desire the 
prayers of our Christian friends that 
we may be rendered more faithful and 
useful. And we also endeavor to re- 
member our friends afar off in our 
feeble prayers. Oh that there was 
more of genuine, believing prayer on 
earth; then might we hope to see 
greater things than we have yet seen. 


Mr. Goddard adds in a subsequent let- 
ter, Jan. 22, «* The field is as promising 
as ever. I believe it is a false view which 
regards the Chinese as diminishing in num- 
bers or influence. Our labors continue to 
be blessed, and there is room to labor and 
gather in fruit unto life eternal. But we 


have asked for laborers till I have no heart 


to ask again.”’ 
The subjoined paragraphs are from a 
letter dated at Singapore, April 6. 


Urgent need of reinforcement. 


I wrote you some time since that I 
was entirely discouraged in asking 
help for the Chinese in Siam, but 
as my health improves, my courage 
increases; and as I have more leisure 
for thought, I see more reasons why 
something should be done for them. 

I know not what my health will al- 
low me to do, or what the Committee 
wish ine to do. Iam ready to engage 
in whatever labor at whatever place 
the providence of God may indicate. 
At present those indications are not 
decisive, farther than that I should re- 
main here for the present and be quiet. 
But the church which bas been estab- 
lished ainong the Chinese in Bangkok, 
will doubtless stand, and the worship 
of God be continued. If there is no 
missionary to labor with them, the 
Siamese missionaries will, I suppose, 
try to do something for them; and 
thus prematurely wear themselves out 
by excessive labor. Br. Jones wrote 
me a tew weeks since, that either him- 
self or Mrs. Jones usually attended the 
morning and Sabbath worship of the 
Chinese in order to encourage them. 
Now this is a great tax on their 
strength, and, after all, cannot be of 
very great benefit; as they cannot un- 
derstand or impart instruction. It is 
all they can do, and is very necessary 
to be done; but it takes nearly as 
much of their time and strength as it 
would of a Chinese missionary, who 
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could do so much more for the benefit 
of the church. Besides, there are can- 
didates for baptism, who cannot be 
properly examined; and in cases of 
discipline, what is to be done? J need 
pot go on to show the need of one to 
break the bread of life to this church, 
You well know it. 

If my health is restored, I shall ex- 
pect to return to Siam for a time, 
whether I am able to remain or not; 
but how soon it will be prudent for me 
to return is uncertain. I did think that 
perhaps prudence would require me 
first to spend a winter in China, but 
future circumstances must decide. My 
desire, in view of present circumstan- 
ces, is to return to Bangkok as soon as 
possible. I trust the Lord will direct 
my steps. ‘The fact that there is in 
Bangkok a good native assistant who 
is married and likely to remain there 
if his life is spared, and who is likely 
to be increasingly useful ; and also sev- 
eral brethren who are capable of ren- 
dering much assistance ; gives us great 
advantages in carrying on the begun 
good work. With but a single mis- 
sionary, the work may go on better 
than at other stations with two; be- 
cause when he is sick or temporarily 
hindered, the native helpers, with a 
little supervision and encouragement 
from the Siamese missionaries, can go 
on for a time and be useful; whereas 
in most stations, when the missionary 
is sick or gone, the work stops or goes 
entirely wrong. I do not mean to say 
that the cause there can now go on 
permanently with its present means. 
Errors and abuses. must gradually 
creep in; and I shall feel anxious to 
hasten buck as soon as providence will 
permit. JI hope the Committee will 
take the case into immediate and 
prompt action. | suppose my friends 
ure scarcely as sanguine as | am, rela- 
tive to my ever being able to return 
there. 


Mautmain Mission. — Letler of Mr. 
Howard. 


In a letter of Apri] 22, Mr. Howard, in 
allusion to the comparative infrequency of 


conversions in the Burman department of 
the mission, holds the following language. 


Grounds of rejoicing —‘ Debtor unto all 
men.” 


I can easily understand why im- 
mediate and abundant tokens of suc- 
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cess should encourage and strengthen 
the hearts and the hands of mission- 
aries and of those who support them ; 
and I can also understand why he 
who is persecuted in one city for 
making known the testimony of God, 
should flee to another. But why the 
servants of Christ, with his promises, 
and his command to disciple all na- 
tions, before them, should forsake their 
work, merely because it is a difficult 
work, | cannot understand. 

The angels in heaven rejoice over 
repenting sinners, and the saints on 
earth may with great propriety be par- 
takers of that joy; if it have, as in the 
case of the angels, a primary reference 
to the glory of God. Such joy could 
vot fail to expand the heart with be- 
nevolence toward all men. That joy 
might unquestionably be regarded with 
suspicion, the effect of which upon the 
heart is, not to expand, but to contract 
its benevolent operations toward man- 
kind. I apprehend, however, that the 
joy arising from the immediate conver- 
sion of sinners, is far from being the 
only joy of Christ’s people here on 
earth. It would indeed seem that 
Paul nearly or quite left this out of the 
account when, about leaving the field 
of his former labors, he took a hasty 
glance at the trials and difficulties 
through which he bad passed ; and said, 
before those who had witnessed his 
persevering labors, “I take you to 
record this day that I am pure from 
the blood of all men; for I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God.” The chief support 
of his mind on this trying occasion 
seemed to arise from the reflection 
that, whether men would hear or 
whether they would forbear, he had 
faithfully declared to them all the coun- 
sel of God. 

While 1 feel a sincere joy in the suc- 
cess which attends the labors of my 
brethren in other fields, in the imme- 
diate conversion of great numbers to 
Christ as the fruit of their labors, I re- 
joice the more that I am permitted to 
labor for the salvation, more especially, 
of the hard-hearted Burmans. 

If there is any one thought which 
fills me with complete satisfaction as 
to the field of my labors, it is that 
while there is so much to discourage 
effort on their behalf, 1 am still allowed 
to labor for their benefit. 

It is easy, comparatively, to gain at- 
tention on behalf of the more docile 
Karens; but being myself a debtor 
unto all, I am ready to preach the 
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gospel to these Burmans also. Do 
others find more ample encourage- 
nents in other fields and among other 
people? This is areason why I should 
choose to labor here. Is it easy to call 
the attention of the church to the sup- 
port of missionaries among other peo- 
ple? This is a reason why I should 
rejoice to labor here. Are all ready to 
withdraw from their work among the 
Burmans? and is there not a man to 
be found in America who can see sufli- 
cient encouragement to come out as a 
missionary to the Burmans? For this 
reason, had I a thousand lives to live, 
they should all be devoted for the sal- 
vation of the Burmans; believing what 
was said of another hard-hearted race, 
that “we are not of them that draw 
back unto perdition; but of them that 
believe to the saving of the soul.” 


Letter of Mr. Harris. 


In a letter of recent date, Mr. Harris 
gives some statistics of the district placed 
under his charge in the Maulmain Karen 
Mission. The district is in the southern 
portion of Maulmain province, including 
the valley of Attaran river and extending 
eastward to the Shyan states. On the 
south it reaches to the Karens of Tavoy 
province, making the length of his field 
about 100 miles. To this is added Balu 
island, southward from Maulmain, in the 
Martaban or Salwen river, with a popula- 
tion estimated by some at 10,000 Karens 
and 20,000 Burmans and Peguans. 


Bootah—Ko-k’nee—Balu island. 


On the Attaran, at Bootah, is a large 
church which has a native pastor (‘Ta- 
hoo), one of the four ordained last 
year. This church numbered when 
the field was assigned to me, 125 mem- 
bers. Since that time it has lost one 
of its members by death, dismissed 
four, and received by baptism eighteen. 

At Ko-k’nee, south of Maulmain 
about ten miles, and at a village near to 
it(K.), were twenty-six disciples. One 
has been excluded from the church, 
and twelve have been added by bap- 
tism and nineteen by letter. 

The disciples at the village near Ko- 
k’nee have left that place and are mak- 
ing a new village near the Attaran; 
so that hereafter it will be necessary to 
recognize them as a distinct church. 


There is also another village of 
Christians springing up on the Atta- 
ran, consisting mostly of those who 
have come from the Burman side of 
the river. 

At a village near Amberst are seven 
Karen Christians belonging to the Pe- 
guan church at A., of which br. Has- 
well is pastor. 

On the island is a small church, 
which numbered twelve at the time 
of my taking charge. Since that time 
ove has been suspended, and two add- 
ed by baptism and four by letter. 


Travels in the dry season. 


In December last, 1 went with my 
family to Bootuh, and spent about four 
weeks there. The first Sabbath I was 
at that place, is one of remembrance. 
The hour came for worship, the dis- 
ciples assembled, and while | gazed at 
so large a congregation won to Christ 
from heathenism, “the sight of my 
eyes affected my heart.” Emotions 
rose in my bosom too deep to be ut- 
tered, only by praising God with cheeks 
wet with tears. I had long been 
thinking about the heathen, and fifteen 
long years had passed away before I 
had the privilege of witnessing such 
a scene as this. But thanks be unto 
God, | now have the privilege of 
assembling with these sons of the for- 
est, who have been taught to praise 
the Eternal God. My dear wife thinks 
this privilege, which we now enjoy, a 
reward for all the sacrifice we have 
made. 

To Ko-k’nee and the village near, 
I have been seven times, usually going 
on Lord’s day morning and returning 
at evening of the same day; the rea- 
son,—I commenced going there before 
the rains had ceased. 

At Amherst and down the coast I 
spent three weeks with br. Haswell. 
(See last Mag., p. 309.) We found 
several inquirers. At some of the vil- 
lages the people were not willing to 
receive us. They were very much 
afraid of the small-pox. On the island 
I spent about four weeks. The Ka- 
rens there are strongly wedded to idol- 
atry, and put great confidence in the 
teachings of the priests of Boodhism. 
They give money for making pagodas, 
&c. That people require much con- 
tinued instruction, in order to destroy 
their confidence in Boodhism. 

March 23d, I set out at 3 o’clock, 
A. M., to go to Bootah a second time, 
and arrived there on the 24th; but 
being ill, I called up my boatmen on 
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the following night at 12 o’clock, and 
returned to M. 

April 5. Went up to the village 
near the Attaran. Arrived late in the 
evening. At daylight the next morn- 
jing, called together the disciples and 
adininistered to them the ordinance of 
the Lord’s Supper, and then returned 
home to look after the Karens who 
had come to school. 


Sgau boarding school. 

On the first of this month, (April,) 
there being here about thirty scholars 
who had come from the Burman side, 
I commenced the school, agreeably to 
the advice of brethren Mason and Bin- 
ney. It has increased in number to 
about sixty. 

Dear brother, permit me to say that 
I love the missionary work. 


—— 


Letter of Mr. Binney. 


Tours in the jungle—Pgho Karen churches. 


During the last dry season, in conse- 
quence of the return of Mr. Vinton to 
America, Mr. Binney was under the ne- 
cessity of relinquishing his school, as sta- 
ted in the Annual Report, for the purpose 
of visiting the Karen churches in the jungle. 
He writes Feb. 22 :— 


I have not attempted what Mr. Vin- 
ton has been accustomed to do, know- 
ing that it was out of the question. I 
have no constitution for such work. 
In this conviction | was quite confirm- 
el by what I saw and heard during 
my recent tour. ‘This travelling in the 
jungle is no boys’ play; it is no mere 
relaxation of study. 1 see not how 
uny man, who feels himself called of 
God to that work, and assumes the 
care of this people to himself, can re- 
tain a good conscience and not work, 
work hard and work incessantly, while 
in the jungle. He must be exposed to 
the sun by day, and, at times, to the 
dews of the night; he must go some- 
times in his boat, sometimes upon his 
elephant, and often on foot. Cireum- 
stances compel all this. He has no al- 
ternative but to do this, or else to leave 
the work undone. ‘The work is about 
him, presses itself upon him, and if he 
cannot do it, he should at once resign 
his plare te some one who can and 
will do it. This kind of work I have 
not attempted, and yet I have not held 
a sinecure during the dry season thus 
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far. After confining my sphere to the 
single business of looking after the dis- 
ciples and churches, and mostly to the 
Christian villages, enough has remain- 
ed to task all my own strength and 
ability to endure, as well as all the 
energies of Mrs, B. 

In order to give Mr. Mason opportu- 
nity of bestowing his whole energy 
upon translating the bible, it was ar- 
ranged that J should visit also the Pgho 
churches on the river Gyne. My first 
visit was to Kayen. The church here 
iscomposed of the Pgho Karens, fifteen 
in number; but there are also in the 
village thirty-four Sgau Karens, most! 
connected with the church at Krui. 
They worship together, and I found 
no difficulty in communicating with 
them. Five days were here devoted 
mainly to the several individual dis- 
ciples. I preached every evening, and 
administered the Lord’s Supper on the 
Sabbath ; but the object I had in view 
was to become acquainted with the 
state of each member. I was greatly 
pleased with the whole chureh, with 
an individual exception. He belongs 
to the church at Newton, and I fear 
must be excluded. 

At Krai I remained only three days, 
as I had seen most of the members 
of the church while at Kayen. ‘Two 
or three cases called for particular at- 
tention ; one especially, who being in 
government employ, felt himself called 
upon to violate the Sabbath. I have 
since seen him at Newton, and he 
now appears well. He had the im- 
pression that the Commissioner would 
require him to work upon the Sub- 
bath. In this, however, he was mis- 
taken ; the Commissioner has no such 
wish, and has so assured us, At Krai, 
four Sgau Karens applied for baptism ; 
but after examining their case, they 
were put off until my return fron Tah 
Krai. Here, at Krai, is stationed one 
of the best of our assistants, Ko Ler- 
pah, the father of one of the Karens 
now with Mr. Vinton in America. 

At Krung-pung I spent four days. 
The church is wholly composed of 
Pgho Karens. I saw and conversed 
with them all, and a lovely band of dis- 
ciples it is too. I have seldom spent 
four days more pleasantly, The church 
is small, only twelve members; but 
they are all steadfast and consistent 
Christians. I had not, before visiting 
this place, the most distant idea of the 


extent of the field of labor in the vicin- | 


ity of this church. I sent out the as- 


sistants to preach among the uncom 
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verted at some distance. On the Sab- 
buth a few of them came in to wor- 
ship. 1 was pleased to learn that 
three or four, who could never before 
be persuaded to enter the chapel, were 
attentive Jistevers on that day. 


Tah Krai church, seventeen baptized—Asso- 
ciational meeting. 

At Tah Krai | spent twenty-two days. 
The church was large, and though the 
majority of the members are steadfast 
and cousistent, there was much in this 
church that required attention. I| vis- 
ited two villages a short distance from 
the main body of the disciples, and 

reached at each. Some who had 

en excluded give tokens of genuine 
repentance, and were restored to the 
church. 1 have baptized filteen per- 
sous. Ko Pan-lah, after his ordivation, 
also baptized two others who came in 
from ‘Tah Krai Kee. ‘The Association 
was held at this place the preseut year. 
Here | met all the assistants, wlio are 
under my care as assistants. I also re- 
ceived iutelligence from most of the 
branches of this church, aud found 
them to be in quite as good a state as 
I had anticipated. From one branch 
I have received no intelligence. I sup- 
pose they were kept back, from an 
alarm of the smuall-pox, which was 
raging about us. Indeed, the appear- 
ance of this disease to such an extent 
compelled me to relinquish iny visit to 
oue or two of the branches. ‘The Ka- 
reps who came to me had all avoided 
that way, and thought it would be use- 
less to attempt a visit. As 1 had the 
state of these branches fully before me, 
1 did not think it best to press the 


point. 
Ordination of Ko Pan-lah. 


During the Associational meeting, | 
proposed to the brethren the ordina- 
tion of Ko Pan-lah. He is one of the 
oldest assistants, and was well known 
to all the brethren. He spent the last 
rains with me in school, and we all 
felt that we could consistently ordain 
him. The ordination service was on 
the last evening of the Association, 
and that body constituted itself into a 
council for the examination, &c. It 
was a truly interesting service. Br. 
Haswell made the ordaining prayer ;— 
the laying on of hands by the mission- 
aries and by Prah-hai aud ‘T'a-hoo, or- 
dained pastors, Br. Stevens gave the 
charge; br. Binney the hand of fel- 
lowship. The Saturday following this, 
] was present at one of the most inter- 
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esting covenant meetings of the church 
that | ever attended. Such confession 
of sin, and such appareutly hearty re- 
pentance, I had never seen among 
Karens. At the communion table, on. 
the day following, there was manifest- 
ed the sume lendernesa of heart. | felt 
that it was indeed Christ’s own little 
ones shewing forth their faith aud their 
remembrance of his death. 

This place has suffered much by 
disease the past year. During our 
visit, there was not a house, with 
the exception of Ko Pan-lah’s, in 
which there was not from three to five 
ili at a time. My boatinen also took 
the fever, some of thern; still both Mrs. 
B. and myself escaped it, and by the 
blessing of God lett the place in our 
usual health. On my way down the 
river, I called at Krai and preached ; 
but the candidates for baptisin had fled 
from fear of the small-pox. 


Chetthingsville church—Discipline neglected 
and restored. 


On my return to Maulmain, I spent 
four days looking after the meimbers 
of this church. On Sabbath preached 
to the Karens in the morning, and in 
the evening at the English chapel, and 
left again to make a tour on the Sal- 
wen. Here, however, I found the 
small-pox also, which prevented my 
doing as I had desired. I spent fifteen 
days at Chetthingsville, where Prah- 
hai is settled as pastor. He is a good 
preacher, and a faithful pastor. A few 
of the members are among the best of 
Karens ; but the church, as such, was 
in a bad state. My very heart was 
pained to hear their acknowledgments 
of sin previous to communion, but es- 
pecially to see the perfectly care-for- 
nothing manner in which they con- 
fessed their sins. The pastor and 
church requested me to appoint some 
deacons to aid the pastor, and prom- 
ised me they would at once attend to 
the discipline of the church. If pre- 
sided at the meeting for the choice of 
deacons, but entirely refused to ap- 
point them. I told them they had a 
pastor, and they must select from their 
number men for deacons in whom 
they could confide and whom they 
would honor. The choice must be 
their own, and if they afterwards fail- 
ed to support the officers of the church, 
the guilt must be their own. They 
seemned to feel the position in which 
they were placed, chose four of the 
best in the church for deacons, and 
promised me they would honor them 
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very well that I was de facto bishop; 
but | did not think it best that they 
should feel that their own pastor could 
not conduct the discipline of the 
ehurch. My great object, therefore, 
was to enlighten the church and 
strengthen the pastor’s hands. 1 hope 
soon to hear that all is right; if not, J 
shall be obliged to make them another 
visit before the rains set in. 

While, however, there was much to 
pain me at this village, there was also 
much to gladden my heart. They 
have made great improvements in their 
houses ; they are having good gardens, 
well enclosed, and have taken many 
steps onward in habits of civilization 
since | was there before. With a few 
of the members I enjoyed real Chris- 
tian communion. They are evidently 
growing Christians, and mourn over 
the state of things in the church. 
They say, they are expecting that God 
will visit them with some dreadful dis- 
ease On account of their sins. They 
say God always has done so, when the 
church has greatly sinned. And this 
appears to be literally true respecting 
God’s dealings with the Karen church- 
es. When listening to their recital of 
his dealings, 1 am forcibly reminded of 
his judgments among the Israelites. 

The branch church on the river 
above this place, I did not visit, as | 
learned the small-pox had appeared, 
and only one or two disciples were 
then in the place. I sent Prah-hai and 
an associate or two to make them a 
visit, and thus learned the state of the 
church and of the village. The dis- 
ciples are doing well; but no further 
encouragement of the conversion of 
the body of the people. 


The time to work for Karens. 


] have thus given you, briefly as 
possible, the result of my tours, J am 
more than ever convinced that this is 
the time to work for Karens. I have re- 
ceived different invitations from both 
Pgho and Sgau villages, where there 
were no Christians, to come and visit 
them and preach to them. But I had 
set the limit of what I could consistent- 
lydo. J knew that if 1 departed in 
one case, the door would be open, and 
there woukl be no end. J must stop 
somewhere; but, my dear brother, it 
18 HO easy matter to refuse such invita- 
tions, I thank the head of the church, 
that he has permitted me to go and 
see these things in the Karen jungles 
with my own eyes. 7 


Germany.—Letlers of Mr. Oncken. 


We are indebted for the following letters 
from Mr. Oncken to the July number of 
the Primitive Church Magazine. The first 
was dated at Hamburg, June 6. On read- 
ing of the necessities of our German breth- 
ren, and the pressing invitations’ from 
various quarters for missionary laborers, 
our readers will be gratified to learn that 
an additional appropriation has recently 
been made to the German Mission by the 
Executive Committee, of $1000. 


Hamburg and Germany. 


There are at present so many claims 
on our assistance in furtherance of the 
good cause, that we hardly know what 
places to visit first. The ery, “Come 
and help us,” meets us from every point. 
The harvest is truly great, but, alas! 
few are the laborers. Our prayers are 
in consequence called forth more and 
more fervently to the Lord of the har- 
vest, to send forth from our churches 
such brethren as: he has chosen and 
fitted by his word and Holy Spirit, for 
the glorious work of preaching the gos- 
pel of Christ. The change in the fa- 
cilities now before us for the spread of 
the truth, to what they were before the 
present mighty political shaking of the 
continent, cannot be described ; and 
I can only adore the goodness of our 
Sovereign Lord, for what ] have lived 
to witness. But if we needed grace 
before in suffering and in enduring, 
we need it now twofold for unreserved 
and entire devotedness to spread the 
gospel. Help us, beloved brother, by 
your prayers, that we may give our- 
selves wholly to the work of the Lord, 
and be instant in and out of season, 
preaching Christ and him crucified. 
A large ingathering of Gud’s elect will, 
I have no doubt, be the glorious result 
of our feeble efforts. | 

We now need all the assistance we 
can obtain from English and American 
brethren, whose hearts are with us, for 
our tract and missionary labors. I 
sent, quite recently, another brother 
to the Hartz mountains, to Jabor there 
as colporteur, but we have other sta- 
tions which need to be occupied 
early as possible. | 

One thing hangs heavy upon my 
mind at present, and that is, that in the 
midst.of my labors | shall have to quit. 


the field next month, to proceed either 
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to Scotland and the north of England, 
or America, on a begging expedition, 
as we require between £500 and £600 
for our chapel. How deplorable, whilst 
thousands have been spent on other 
missionary fields, with nothing like the 
suecess with whieh God has been 
pleased to bless the mission in Ger- 
inany, that so small an amount cannot 
be raised without begging for it from 
house to house. But the will of God 
be done. 

The Lord is still in the midst of us 
here; we are very united and very 
happy. Our chapel is filled at the 
public services, and our church meet- 
ings are to me real love-feasts. Blessed 
be God for the communion of saints 
on earth! What must that commun- 
jon be in heaven! Soon, dear brother, 
we shall know what it is; till then, let 
us adhere with full purpose of beurt to 
the Lord and his saints. 

My love to all the holy brethren. 


P.S. We have printed nearly 100,- 
000 Danish tracts this year, principally 
in consequence of br. Férster’s appoint- 
meut to Denmark. | 


In another letter written about the same 
time, Mr. Oncken says,— 


My heart bleeds, that I eannot send 
brethren even to those places from 
whence the most pressing invitations 
are made. We have at present several 
important and promising fields wholly 
unoccupied. Some of these, as in 
Fast Friesland, I have just visited. 
Wherever | preached, large numbers 
of attentive hearers were assembled; 
and if faithful brethren could but re- 
main among the people, there is every 
ground to hope that, by the Spir- 
ivs blessing, many sinners would be 
converted, and flourishing ehurches 
would soon be raised. Germany is, 
however, not the only field which we 
are called upon to occupy. Austria, 
into which not a single copy of the 
Holy Scriptures could have been intro- 
duced six months ago, without expos- 
ing oneself to the danger of several 
years’ imprisonment, is now also open 
to the gospel. We have a dear brother 
at Vienna, to whom we sent lately 
1500 tracts. In Hungaria our dear 
brethren are zealously engaged in the 
spread of the gospel ; and I have quite 
recently engaged two additional breth- 
ren there, to make extended mission- 
ary tours into the interior; and if I 
sibly cun get away from here, I intend 
te pey a short visit to Vienue and Pest, 


next week, when J have to go to Berlin 
and Halle. From the Rhine I have 
received pressing calls, but, alas! 
I cannot respond to them. Our ree 
sponsibility under present circumstans 
ces is very great, and J trust the dear 
people here feel it with me, but the 
temporal distress is at present so preut, 
that the church can at present do no 
nore than support its own poor. To- 
morrow a dear and faithful brother, 
one of our deacons, named Reichards, 
a single man, is leaving on a mission- 
ary tour for the Hartz mountains, and 
as the church is at present much im- 
pressed with the great necessity of in- 
creasing the number of laborers, we 
intend to have special meetings for 
prayer, at which we purpose more es- 
pecially to pray to the great Lord of 
the harvest to send forth faithful la- 
borers. The present, then, is a time 
which calls for all our energies to 
spread the blessed gospel iar and 


wide ; and as we are the first and only. 


Christians in the field here, who have 
no connection with national establish- 
ments, and who wish to restore the 
lost simplicity of the first churches in 
all things, there is a double responsi- 
bility resting on us to give ourselves 
wholly to an enterprise, the result of 
which will be beyond all conception 
glorious, as it is the work of God. 


Letter of Mr. Forster. 


From the same publication (P. C. Mag.) 
we extract the following letter of Mr. 
Forster, in continuation of the narrative 


published at p. 329, last number. 


Tour in Denmark. 


I left Copenhagen on Saturday, 
April 29, and returned Saturday, May 
20. On this tour | visited all the 
brethren who are scattered through- 
out the west and north of Zealand, 
and was much pleased with their 
Christian simplicity and affection. 
They seem to be very anxious for the 
promotion of the kingdom and glory 
of the Redeemer, notwithstanding hav- 
ing suffered much from the country 
magistrates, pastors, deacons, and 
schoolmasters, for Christ’s sake. Many 
of these poor people have often suffer- 
ed the spoiling of their goods, and been 
brought to the greatest distress; but 
yet they have borne it gladly, confiding 
in the Lord. One brother, who from 


a very humble station hes, through his 
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jndustry, worked himself up to a man 
of considerable property, and who has 
several times been very heavily fined, 
was some time ago sentenced to pay 
a fine of about $8000, neariy £1000, 
for having held religions meetings. 
The magistrate first began tp fine him 
about five dollars, but as he did not 
think it right to pay it, they, knowing 
that he had property which they might 
seize upon, continued to double it 
until it amounted to the sum stated. 
He then sent a petition to the late king, 
who, perhaps to the great dissatislac- 
tion of these country pastors and mag- 
istrates, freed him from paying it. 
Some other brethren, who are poor 
people and have two danghters, the 
one about fourteen and the other about 
sixteen yeurs of age, and both, members 
of the church, were lately sentenced to 
pay a very heavy fine, because they 
objected to their children learning the 
church catechism, or receiving reli- 
gious instruction in the school, as well 
as to their being confirmed in the 
state church. Their property, I be- 
lieve, has several times been taken 
away from them, and the children 
have been compelled to attend the 
school. A few weeks ago, however, 
they sent a petition to the king, asking 
him to remit the fine, and allow the 


children to leave the school,—which 


tition also he granted. Education 
Cove, in Denmark, is entirely in the 
hands of the government and the 
clergy, and no one but those appointed 
by government are allowed to have 
schools; nor are parents permitted to 
instruct or educate their own children, 
but are compelled to send them to the 
church schools, and these they must 
attend until they are confirmed. 

The number of brethren scattered 
throughout Zealand, is about eighty. 
They live at great distances from each 
other, and have their meetings at seve- 
ral places,— so that the gospel is preach- 
ed in a considerable district. 1} formed 
a new preaching station in the neigh- 
borhood of Korrér, and appointed a 
brother to conduct the services there. 
There is one station at Gimlinge, about 
eight miles south of Slagelsé, and three 
others in the district between Ring- 
sted, Holbek and Roeskildé. 1 visited 
wil these places, and several others. 
We had many well-attended meetings, 
and many strangers were present, some 
of whom came merely for the purpose 
of hearing the new missionary; but 
they all seemed much gratified, and 
goed may perbaps result frem it. It is 
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a pleasure to see many of the brethren 
get up at 3 o’elock in the morning, and 
walk a distance of twelve to twenty 
miles in order to attend the meeting. 
‘They seem to have a relish for the 
word of God. Everywhere | saluted 
the brethren from the brethren in 
England, who take so deep an interest 
in their eternal welfare; and, poor 
people! they scarcely knew what to 
say,—they could but wonder at the 
great kindness of the English brethren. 

} took a number of bibles and testa- 
ments with me, all of which I got rid 
of. I must remark that no one in 
Denmark, except only one government 
establishinent, is permitted either to 
publish or sell bibles or testaments, 
without being liable to pay a fine of 
$1000, about £110; or if unable to 
pay, he is liable to imprisonment for 
a considerable time. I had also a 
great number of tracts, which | dis- 
tributed. One female was baptized on 
this tour, but a brother here from Co- 
penhagen, who had made a little tour 
for a few days, about a week before I 
left, baptized five or six persons. Thus 
it looks, on the whole, pretty well, and 
we have the best reason to hope that 
the Lord will not suffer his servants to 
labor in vain, if they only do it with a 
single eye directed to his glory. 1 felt 
very happy among these poor people 
of God, although P had to put up with 
many inconveniences; but as I re- 
turnbed to Copenhagen, I found to my 
great distress that there had, during 
my absence, been quarrels among the 
brethren here. It is now better again, 
and the last Lord’s day we spent a 
very lappy day: there was in the eve- 
ning a general joy among the breth. 
ren, and even the most low-spirited, 
whom I had scarcely seen to smile be- 
fore, was happy, and gave expression 
to his joy. Here are also again three 
or four candidates for baptism, and 
several inquirers. ‘Thus you see, dear 
brother, that although I cannot deny I 
have much to humble me, I bave also 
much to encourage me; yes, the Lord 
is gracious, full of merey and compas- 
sion. | intend, in about a fortnight, if 
the Lord be willing, to make another 
tour to Fiinen and Jutland. 


France,—Lellers of Dr. Devan. 


The following letter was written at 
Paria, April 27, and gives a very open 
view of the impressions received by Dr. 
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Devan up to that time, with regard to re- 
suming our missionary efforts in the French 
capital. 

Arrival at Paris—Inquiries instituted. 


In obedience to the instructions of 
the Executive Committee, I put my- 
self immediately upon my arrival in 
France in direct and fraternal commu- 
nication with br. Willard ; and through 
him I received a unanimous recommen- 
dation on the part of the native ministers 
to proceed to the metropolis. | arrived 
at this city on the 17th of March, and 
have employed the time since that pe- 
riod in much personal intercourse with 
the pastors of churches and private 
Christians, and much personal obser- 
vation of the circumstances that must 
characterize every incipient Christian 
effort here. I am not sensible of hav- 
ing neglected any favorable opportunity 
that has presented, to acquire from a 
perusal of the journals, conversation 
with people, or observation of events 
and proceedings, the information which 
the Executive Committee require from 
me. 

My “instructions” seemed to demand 
of me some account of the south-east- 
ern part of France iu general, and of 
Paris in particular. I thought it wise 
to commence with the latter, and was 
confirmed in my opinion of the expe- 
diency of the step by the unanimous 
voice of the Christians (both pastors 
and people) whom I met, that the time, 
“the set time,” for doing or attempting 
any thing for Christ at Paris, is the 
present. And perceiving the necessity 
of being somewhat thorough in my in- 
vestigations, | have passed my entire 
time thus far in this capital. 1, how- 
ever, await the orders of the Commit- 
tee on this subject, and shall hold my- 
self ready to explore any other part of 
France, or even Europe, that they may 
deem necessary. 


Comparative ability of city and country to 
support the preaching of the gospel. 

In the instructions of the Executive 
Committee much is said about the 
policy of urging upon the churches the 
necessity of providing for their own 
support; and also the fact that ability, 
either immediate or prospective, of the 
people to do so, must form an impor- 
tant item in the determination of my 
particular location. Of the entire ne- 
cessity of this policy I am most thor- 
oughly convinced, and have had it 
constantly before my mind. The evan- 
gelica! France (I mean 


those not salaried by the government,) 
are not able to support themselves, 
But | believe this inability arises main- 
ly from the fact that liberality has not 
been urged home upon churches as a 
duly. One of the most pious of the 
pastors in their connection told me, 
that it had not been done from an er- 
roneous notion that dividing the atten- 
tion, or rather diverting their attention 
from the one thing needful, might in- 
terlere with the progress of the gos- 
pel. And, strange as it may seem, it 
is the same reason that is given for 
the fact that, independently of the 
English Wesleyan Mission church 
and our own Baptist churches at the 
north, there is not, so fur as I can 
learn, a single Protestant church in 
France organized with its officers, its 
doctrines, its discipline and its cousti- 
tution. The congregations (for they 
are nothing more,) have no distinctive 
character; some of the people com- 
posing a single one are Baptists, some 
Presbyterians, some Congregational- 
ists, some Episcopalians, &c., &c. In 
the National Protestant Church we find 
Unitarian and Presbyterian pastors 
preaching to the same people, who are 
governed by a cousistory or synod 
chosen by authority of government 
from among the most prominent mem- 
bers of the connection, wholly irre- 
spectively of piety or ability. The 
people hear, at times, on one Sun- 
day a subject and opinions of one 
character, and the pastor who preaches 
on the following Sunday will preach a 
direct and plump denial of what his 
predecessor stated. But enough of 
this. 

Of the duty of the people to main- 
tain their own preaching, there can be 
no doubt. The first element for its 
accomplishment is the ability. In 
France we find, | believe, money more 
generally diffused in agricultural dis- 
tricts ;—the receipts of the agricultu- 
ralist are small but uninterrupted ;— 
whereas among operatives the receipts 
are larger, but liable to interruptions 
trom the changes of commerce. Other 
things being equal, it would seem, 
then, that churches planted among the 
former class of people would enjoy a 
greater probability of regularly sustain- 
ed support, so far as ability goes. At 
this moment the question with us does 
vot seem to be the choice between 
these two classes of people; but rather 


what probability of ultimate seli-suste-. 


nance exists with regard to Paris. 


Nevertheless, in any effort to be made 
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de novo in this country, the former idea 
should not be forgotten. 

The wages of a laborer in the De- 

ment du Nord is twenty-five sous 
per diem, and even at that rate em- 
ploy is not certain. The wages of the 
operatives at Lyons is forty sous per 
day, and in the late great strike made 
among the people there, the head and 
front of all they demanded was an in- 
crease Of wages to fifty sous per day. 
A workman there made an average of 
the wages received during the entire 
year of 1847, and it was found to be 
forty sous a day. At Paris the wages 
is 60 sous a day. It is true, expenses 
are here slightly increased, but on the 
whole the pay is better here than else- 
where. I state these facts with a 
double ain; one of which .is to give 
you the data upon which you may see 
thut ability to sustain the preaching of 
the gospel does exist to a certain ex- 
tent. ‘he other, which is still more 
important, 1 will nam< betore I finish. 
Jt seems to me, therefore, that ability 
to a certain ertent being present, the 
claims of the gospel, if urged upon, felt 
by and responded to by the people, 
ought to hold out a probability of a 
prospective, self-sustained adininistra- 
tion of the word. But there is no 
necessity of speaking so doubtingly. 
It must be done; and it can be done, tor 
the gospel of Christ can certainly act 
upou a French soul as well as an 
American. 

A word more upon the contrast of 
Parisian and agricultural operatives, 
aud 1 have done. It is true, the coun- 
try people receive wages more regu- 
larly, aud that money is more diffused 
among them than is the case with 
town Operatives; but they are more 
avaricious and hoard up their gains, 
while the latter are much more free 
and liberal in the bestowment of them. 
The agriculturalists are much more 
under the influence of the priests than 
the citizens; but, at the same time, 
they are more religious in their feel- 
ings, and feel a greater interest in 
Christianity. The citizens are too dis- 
tracted by their theatres or their poli- 
cs, to care for the gospel; though, at 
the same time, they are more open to 
the approaches of the evangelist, and 
catch at and understand the ideas ad- 
vanced far more readily than the. dull 
and stupid peasant. Paris has twice, 
or oltener, revolutionized France, and 
even shaken the centre of Europe’s 
thrones; it gives the tone in politics, 
and in all things (shall J include reli- 
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gion as history tells me J must include 
infidelity ?) this metropolis exerts a 


powerful influence over the remainder 
of Frauce. 


Expediency of recommencing missionary la- 
bors at Paris. 

Is the present the time for reviving the 
efforts of the American Haptists in Puris? 
1 answer, Sol think. It has always 
been the case that Christian effort has 
enjoyed more liberty here than in the 
départements ; and though the revolution 
seems to open wide the door for every 
Christian assembly to meet in peace 
any where throughout the land, yet, 
still, that liberty must always be more 
perfect in the metropolis. Aguin, the 
prevailing opinion among the praying, 
evangelical people of Paris, seems to 
be, that now is the time to work with 
peculiar industry for the salvation of 
their fellow citizens. And full proof 
of their sincerity is given, in that they 
are making extraordinary efforts for 
that end; or at least intend so to do 
when the National Assembly shall 
show by its constitution that no objec- 
tion or persecution shall be threatened. 

Again ;—I alluded to another aim I 
had, in discoursing upon the pecuniary 
ability of manufacturers or operatives 5 
it is this. The fact that wages are 
higher here, continually turns the tide 
of migration from the country to 
the city; and hence, as is the fact, the 
members of our country churches 
(and, of course, these are the more 
enterprizing of them,) come to the city 
to better their fortunes. Of these 
sheep, thus left without a shepherd, 
there are here at this momeut, say a 
dozen; and all of them, without ex- 
ception, seem to long for a fold into 
which they may be gathered ; and they 
think that now is peculiarly the time 
for organizing a church of Christ here, 
according to our views of the Lord’s 
house. 

Are there materials for resuscitating the 
church established in 18°35, or for a new 
organization? ‘The attention of Amer- 
ican Baptists was first drawn to France 
us a mission field at the Triennial Con- 
vention of 1832. ‘The result of the 
feeling thus aroused, was the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of Exploration 
for a period of two years. 


Dr. Devan here enters upon a brief his- 
tory of the French Mission,—the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Rostan in 1832, and subse- 
quently of Messrs. Willmarth, Willard and 
Sheldon, with several mative laborers. 
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Br. Rostan began in December, 1832, 
to proclai:n the truth as it is in Jesus, 
to the people of the metropolis. He 
was assisted during January, February 
and March, of 1833, by a Mr. Cloux of 
Lausanne, a protegé of the Baptist 
Continental Society of England, but 
who afterwards went to occupy a more 
perinanent pusition at Besancon, de- 
partment de Doubs. Br. R. was called 
to contend with a deep-seated anti- 
baptist feeling during the whole time 
of his ministry. His congregations 
varied from ten to forty in number. 
In April of 1833, he reported five per- 
sons waiting for baptism. Br. R. con- 
tinued to labor at Paris till Dec. 5, 
1833, when, after a few hours’ illness 
by cholera, he was called to the enjoy- 
ment of his heavenly rest. 

In September previous, the Board 
at Boston, deeming the indications 
sufficiently inviting, appointed Rev. 
Isanc Willmarth as a missionary to 
Paris. But he was not able to reach 
his post till May 31, 1834,—a period of 
nearly six months after the decease of 
br. Rostan. At the end of another half 
year, br. W. having procured the as- 
sistance of a Mr. Porchat, opened a 
chapel at No. 17 Rue des Beaux Arts, 
where services were held twice on 
every Lord’s day and once on every 
Thursday evening. Besides this, Mr. 
P. had a meeting at his own house 
once a week, for the exposition of the 
scriptures, which was attended by sev- 
eral Romanist females. Br. W., in the 
mean time, exerted himself in Euglish 
preaching. 

In April, 1835, Mr. Porchat, deeming 
it his duty to tranfer the field of his 
efforts froin Paris to Gaubert, left br. 
W. alone. On the 10th of May, 1835, 
the first regular Baptist church of Paris 
was constituted; the members were 
six in number. On the 12th of May, 
Mr. Willmarth baptized four persons 
at Versailles, three of whom were fe- 
male domestics, and the fourth a sol- 
dier named Dupont. None of the 
four, however, would formally connect 
themselves with the church, because 
of their mixed communion principles. 

After the departure of Mr. Porchat, 
Mr. Willmarth was assisted by Messrs. 
Pytt (a Frenchman) and Jordain (a 
Swiss). Subsequently, however, he 
had the aid of Messrs. Dussart and 
Elysée Lorriaux, the latter of whom 
had been under the patronage of the 
English Baptist Society, and was at 
this time a student under Mr. W.’s 
supervision. Services in French 


—_ thus maintained till the close of 

Nov. 20, 1835, Messrs. Erastus Wil- 
lard and D. Newton Sheldon, having 
been sent by the Foreign Missionary 
Board, arrived at Paris. ‘Their instruc. 
tions were to the effect that while Mr, 
S. remained at the capital, Messrs, 
Willmarth and Willard were to pro- 
ceed to the north of France,—the 
former to exercise general superintend- 
ence over the mission, while the latter 
was to take charge of 2 mission school 
at Nomain in conformity with the re- 
commendations of Mr. Wilmarth and 
Dr. Sears of Newton. In April, 1836, 
Mr. Willard baptized one female 
(Mad’lle Rose) at Paris, and some two 
months afterwards, he and Mr. Will- 
marth proceeded to Douui, leaving Mr. 
S. at the capital. 

During the year 1837, there was an 
entire suspension of public services in 
French at Paris. Mr. S. assembled a 
few at his own house, and instructed a 
bible class at the house of Madame 
Rostan on Friday evenings. In the 
month of August Mr. Willmarth was 
obliged, on account of illness, to return 
to the United States. 

In March, 1839, Mr. S. left Paris 
for Douai, where he staid till October 
of the same year; when he returned 
to the United States, leaving our only 
missionary to France in the depart- 
ment du Nord. 

It will hence be perceived that for 
nearly twelve years past there has been 
an entire suspension of American Bap- 
tist mission effort in Paris. Death and 
removal to America have entirely bro- 
ken up the church, and at the present 
day there is not, so far as I can learn, 
a single individual here that belonged 
to the church of 1835. 

The question then is, simply, whether 
there are materials here for a reorgani- 
zation? I think there are. I can 
count about a dozen members of our 
Baptist churches at the north, who are 
now residents of this city ; and besides 
these, there are full twenty or thirty 
other baptized believers ; but whether 
these hold views such as to fraternize 
with us, is not yet ascertained by me. 
As to their ability to do any thing for 
the support of the gospel, if they were 
organized, and whether that ability 
would be accompanied by a willing 
mind, I cannot yet determine. I have 
arrived here at a very peculiar pecu- 
viary crisis, one which cripples al- 
most every One who has not money 
laid by in store; and I have no right 
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to judge the people in those circum- 
stances. But | tremblingly hope there 
would be a prospective self-support at 
no very distant day. 

Are there any difficulties that seem to 
beset a church organization at Paris? 
You are aware it is an unsettled ques- 
tion with some missions and mission- 
aries, whether one should attempt to 
preach or pray in public before he 
shall have acquired such a perfect 
knowledge of the language of the peo- 
ple as to be able to speak without 
danger of blunders. I have always 
been practically and theoretically in 
favor of laboring as we have opportu- 
nity, with just such an amount of fa- 
cilities as we may happen to have at 
that opportunity. Hence, though it 
would be with great embarrassment 
and discomfort to myself, as well as 
with much violence to the sensitive 
ears of a Frenchman, I would feel it 
my duty to attempt to speak as well as 
J can. ‘This is to my mind a great 
dificulty. But one might ask, is there 
no native help procurable? I answer, 
that br. Willard tells me none of the 
assistants can be spared by him; there 
isan objection in my mind to calling 
into continued exercise, in our con- 
nection, those who are not of the same 
faith and order as ourselves; and hence 
I am compelled to reply, 1 see no cer- 
tainty of immediate aid from native 
help. And yet let me add; I am firm- 
ly persuaded that it is with France as 
with every other mission field; the 
great work of evangelization must be 
done by the natives themselves; and, 
hence, primary attention should be 
given to calling such help into opera- 
tion, and to this policy 1 feel 1 must 
constantly have an eye. Nor do I de- 
spair of finding, soon or late, a native 
assistant. 

Difficulties also present themselves 
from the opposition of Christians, 
There is one portion of them who look 
with a jealous eye upon me, having the 
idea that I have come here to proselyte, 
or draw off their people. Of this idea 
1 have at all times tried to disabuse 
my Christian friends here. There is 
also a difficulty arising from the views 
of those who are opposed to our strict 
communion principles. Very many 
Christians here are Baptist in senti- 
ment, but loose in their views of com- 
munion. 

On the whole, then, I am of opinion 
that the indications of Providence are 
favorable in view of reviving our efforts 
at Paris, And in my opinion it would 
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be wise to authorize such a step, pro- 
vided at the neeting of the National 
Assembly it should be apparent, that 
religious liberty will be accorded to us 
in congregating and worshipping to- 
gether. 


Our last advices from Dr. Devan are of 
July 18. The following extracts from a 
communication of July 8, indicate some 
of the embarrassments to which our brother 
is subjected in consequence of the late 
insurrectionary movements. 


Present posture of affairs in Paris. 


I do not know that in any thing mate- 
rial my opinions have undergone any 
change. Paris is much more difficult 
as a field than any place in the coun- 
try, by so much as the distractions of 
the capital are greater than those in 
the latter. And the necessity of going 
forward single-handed seems to add 
somewhat to the anticipated difficulties. 

I continue to hold meetings in my 
room, and talk to those who come in, 
in the best way I know how. Mr. 
Foulon leaves Paris some two months 
earlier than he or | anticipated; and 
hence I am thrown upon myself sooner 
than I expected. He leaves me about 
the Ist of August. I have been trying 
to hire a local, but have as yet failed. 
ain yet on the look-out however. Some 
ten or fourteen days ago, I thought I 
had secured the services of a colpor- 
teur to aid me, but these last eveuts in 
Paris seem to have changed the whole 
face of things, and now I am without 
one in prospect. As to my materials 
for the organization of a church, I am 
of opinion that they had better remain 
unorganized forthe moment. I do not 
recollect that I have ever in my life 
been placed in a position (taking all 
things into consideration) demanding 
so much delicacy and wisdom, and, 
at the same time, presenting so much 
difficulty, as that in which | am now. 
Never have I felt myself so continuous- 
ly constrained to seek the wisdom 
which is from above. May God keep 
me from moving injudiciously, and, at 
the same time, keep me resolved to 
move without fear or unnecessary 
caution. 


State of Protestantism in France. 


A longer acquaintance with the 
French churches has brought before 
my mind more vividly the deplorable 
condition in which they are. It is 
true, they number 1,500,000 adherents 
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to Protestantism, and, perhaps, 40,000 
of them are supposed to be in Paris. 
But the word * protestantism” | think 
expresses too strongly their state; it is 
rather “ indifferentism” (excuse the 
word) to popery; and it would not sur- 
prise me if the number were swollen 
to fen times that number, if we might 
include those who are Romanists from 
mere family considerations or personal 
interest. hese are ministered to by 
upwards of 700 Protestant pastors, of 
whom 400 and upwards are Rational- 
ists, denying the divinity of Christ and 
the personality of the Holy Spirit. 
And yet in the bosom of the National 
Church we find the preachers, both 
evangelical and rational, together, la- 
boring (?) in the same fields, preaching 
alternately from the same pulpits, fra- 
ternizing at the same communion, and 
wearing the same livery of servitude 
to the government. 


Mr. Lepoix to Mr. Willard. 


In a letter of July 12, Mr. Willard 
commanicates the following from Mr. Le- 
poix under date of June 14. 


Baptisms at Manicamp— The “harvests 
whitening.” 

We must say at this moment, as 
formerly the Psalmist,—“ My soul, bless 
the Lord and forget not all his bene- 
fits.” What a happy pentecost holiday 
we have passed! It is true, we were 
able to baptize only seven persons in- 
stead of thirteen, two having been put 
off for a time, and four others not hay- 
ing been able, for various reasons, to 
present themselves; nevertheless, | 
can assure you that our joy was great; 
our Christian family has enjoyed, these 
last days, some foretaste of heaven, 
Those blessed meetings were holden 
at Manicamp last Sunday in the midst 
of a great concourse of people. On 
Mondnuy, at the entreaty of one of our 
brethren, (whose dear, converted chil- 
dren were baptized on Sunday,) we 
repaired to his village, and there we 
had a happy meeting upon a high 
mountain, placed there, it would seem, 
by the Lord to serve us as a pulpit that 
we might there proclaim his saving 
truth, With what satisfaction we con- 
templated those crowds of inhabitants 
froin Caillouel and from Béthancourt, 
as they wound along up the sinuous 
paths and came to arrange theinselves 


respectfully around us, After a ser- 


mon, whose effect was almost visible 
upon the ceuntenances, an abundant 
distribution of religious tracts was 
made. May the Lord, to whom alone 
it belongs, zive the increase in the sal- 
vation of all those dear souls. 

Our friends of Rouy, Bethancourt 
and Charmes seemed to be edified and 
very much encouraged by witnessing 
the baptisms last Sunday. One must 
see, as we do, these harvests whitening 
every where, in order to ery with ve- 
hemence for many and worthy reap- 
ers, 1 would inform you that the work 
of the Lord is advancing also at Gen- 
lis; the proof of it is the severe perse- 
cution of several, 

In the name of our brethren, I invite 
you, dear Mr. W., to the opening of our 
new house of prayer at Béthancourt; 
which will take place the second Sun- 
day of next month, God willing. 


Letter of Mr. Willard. 


Visit to Verberie—Baptisms. 


I left Douai 30th of June, to pay a 
long deferred visit to the friends at 
Verberie, departinent de ? Oise. Leav- 
ing Douai by the northern railroad, I 
proceeded as far as Creil, within two 
hours of Paris; here the railroad from 
Compiégne forms a junction with the 
northern; by the former, I came north 
again several leagues to my place of 
destination; where I arrived, all hin- 
drances included, in seven aod a half 
bours from Douai. I was received 
with great hospitality by Mr. Joly, no- 
tary, to whose house I weut directly 
by special invitation from himself and 
lady, long before my visit. 

I passed a Sunday at Verberie, and 


had the pleasure of hearing Mr Foulon 


preach, whom I had requested to meet 
me there. The friends came together 
from a great distance, and the little 
hall was full in the afternoon, There 
was a great apparent seriousness, One 
young man, from Noel St. Martin I 
think, wept during the service ; and on 
being questioned at the close of it, he 
said his heart was with the Lord and 
he wished to be baptized. Several of 
the friends concluded to wait, and at 
6 o’clock this young man and the son of 
our colporteur, Lacquement, were ex- 
amined, received and baptized straight- 
way. At the examination of these two 
persons, the young man first mention- 
ed appeared in a very interesting light, 
ou account of his correct views of the 
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way of salvation and his remarkably 
apt citation of scripture in support of 
them. 


Inadequate supply of laborers. 


Mr. Cretin must have a reinforce- 
ment; and with all we can give him 
he will only be able to hold on to what 
he bas already in hand, without in any 
way responding to the calls from dis- 
tant villages. 

Mr. Lepoix being informed that I 
was to be at Verberie, 2d inst., after 
his two meetings at Salency walked 
one league to Nayon, took the diligence 
thence to Compiéyne, and from that, 
the railway. to Verberie, where he ar- 
rived a few minutes only after the bap- 
tisms spoken of above. He says that 


all continues most promising in his 


field. As soon as possible | am going 
to augment the force in that quarter 
also, in accordance with the authoriza- 
tion contained in your last. That letter 
caused me joy, indeed; but it was the 
joy of a dying hope, so to speak. Of 
the five young men p last year, 
two, who had drawn lots and escaped 
the conscription, have since married, 
and are thus lost to the ministry ;—they 
were sterling young men,—two jewels 5 
—oli, how we longed to have them. 
Of the remaining three, one is at death’s 
door, and another almost sure to fol- 
low him soon; and the third can only 
be employed as a colporteur, as he is 
but seventeen years old. We cannot 
take a youth as a student below twenty 
years, unless his friends will insure 
him. So there is no prospect now of 
having an increase of preachers, the 
very thing we have sought and prayed 
for so long,—for six long years to 
come; unless it shall please God to 
give us, unexpectedly, some individu- 
als already educated or otherwise fa- 
vorably circumstanced. 

I have for some time past felt dis- 
satisfied with the keeping of our br. 
Thieffry in the north, and if his do- 
mestic affairs do not forbid, shall trans- 
fer hiin from Mouchin to Verberie. | 
hope he will find it possible to leave. 
He is a good man, and we do not 
know how to part with him. 

Finally, we are straitened here in 
many ways; but we have the happi- 
ness of enjoying the divine blessing ; 
this is the principal thing. I hope we 
shall have grace to walk before God in 
all hunesty and godly sincerity; then 
we shall have nothing to fear. May 
God guide us by his Spirit, and cover 


us with his protection in the day of 
necessity. We abandon ourselves 
to im. 


Greece.—Extract of a Letter from Mr. 
Buel. 


Religious controversy at Athens. 

The “ new thing” among the Athe- 
nians to-day is a bitter politico-reli- 
gious controversy between the clergy 
and a professor of General History in 
the University. The latter, a popular 
lecturer and a superior writer, is ar- 
raigned in the “Age” newspaper, as 
“a corrupter of the youth ;”—as habitu- 
ally assailing in his lectures the Chris- 
tian religion, in a covert way, with 
weupons so well known to the Freuch 
infidels and German neologists. Some 
divinity students, offended at these 
lectures, published their remonstrance 
inthe “ Age,” which, thereupon, under- 
took the defence of Greek orthodoxy, 
and the demolition of its suspected ad- 
versury. The remainder of the class 
in history, with other students to the 
number of sixty, immediately took sides 
with their protessor, voting him a tes- 
timovial of their apprebation and sym- 
pathy. The individual chosen to ac- 
company this paper with a_ short 
speech, was forthwith prohibited fur- 
ther admission to the lectures of the 
University, by an order from the Min- 
ister of Instruction and Religion. The 
class then protested to the Faculty 
against this The divinity 
students concerned, are called up be- 
fore the Faculty, and are also repri- 
manded by the Holy Synod, for send- 
ing their complaints to the newspaper, 
and thus giving a scandalous publicity 
to the irreligious teachings of the pro- 
fessor. 

All that is said and done on both 
sides, is published in the papers. 
These, with the exception of the 
“Ave,” stoutly defend the professor, 
identifying his cause with that of the 
freedom of speech; and contending 
that the simple statement or rehearsal 
of historical facts, even though they 
make aguinst the Christian faith, needs 
not bring into suspicion the opinions 
of the lecturer. But according to the 
ehampion of orthodoxy, the “ Age,” it 
would appear that the professor is 
very proud of exhibiting sacred history 
in the lurid light of German neology ; 
cloaking his own sentiments under the 
oft repeated phrase, “ It is the opinio 
of able commentators,” &c. In this 
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way the theophany on Mount Sinai was 


only a meteorological phenomenon: 
—the passage of the Red Sea was 
effected at the fortunate occurrence 
of ebb tide:—circumcision was not 
of divine appointment; but was adopt- 
ed from the Egyptians as a custom 
essential to health in hot climates, 
and at length became a religious 
rite :—the pillar of cloud and the pil- 
lar of fire before the camp of the Is- 
raelites, “ according to able commen- 
tators,” was only the smoking and 
burning torch, that was often seen in 
the van of armies on their march in 
ancient times, etc., etc.:—the doctrine 
of the immortality of the soul, and of 
future retribution, was scarcely known 
to the Jews till after the Babylonish 
Captivity :—the New ‘Testament doc- 
trine of the incarnation of the Son of 
God, finds its parallel in the incarna- 
tion of Vishnu and other oriental di- 
vinities ; and thus the central doctrine 
of Christianity is but the development 
of Hindoo mythology, etc., ete. 

To say that a teacher inculcates such 
ideas, is a pretty heavy charge to bring. 

Whether or not such tares have 
been sown from the professor’s chair, 
it is nevertheless true that the land is 
full of them. And the priests will 
learn, by and by, that to persecute the 
preachers of the gospel, and to “stone 
those that are seut unto them,” is not 
the way to root out the tares, nor to 
prevent their being sown. Young men 
who never read the bible, are heard 
bandying these infidel objections. It 
is such pearls that their Kondologios* 
are strung witb. 

It is by no means certain that this 
attempt to unseat the Professor of His- 
tory will succeed. For political rea- 
sons he is defended by all the papers 
of the opposition; and his adversaries 
are shown up as the enemies of the 
University, the enemies of learning and 
free discussion. 

One charge against Professor Ma- 
nousas has more weight with the mul- 
titude than all the others; and is sin- 
gularly characteristic of the religious 
ideas of the people. He is accused of 
reading, without condemnation or dis- 
approval, before his class, some pas- 
sages in Luther’s Correspondence with 
Henry the Eighth, in which the Re- 
former inveighs, (in language peculiar 


* The beads that a Greek always carries 
about in his hand, rather as a pastime than for 
religious uses ; and which form, as it were, 
the threed of diseourse in conversation. 


to the controversial style of those 
times,) against the veneration of the 
cross and our Savior’s crown of thorns, 
This gives the “ Age” a fine opportu- 
nity to show his pious horror at the 
scurrility of Luther, as well as at the 
impiety of the professor, who could 
read such a passage before his class 
without involuntarily shaking his gar- 
ment as a testimony against it. 

The recent case of Professor Mich- 
elet, at Paris, exhibits a similar contest 
of orthodoxy and infidelity. A large 
body of the students go to the Cham- 
ber of Deputies to demand the restora- 
tion of the Professor of Philosophy and 
History, who had been removed from 
the University on the charge of teach- 
ing sentiments hostile to religion. Such 
intelligence reaching Athens just at this 
crisis, had its influence in the present 
controversy. 

The notorious and redoubtable Si- 
monides, a creature too insignificant to 
be noticed until he had made himself 
conspicuous by his rabid attack upon 
Mr. King, was set upon the other eve- 
ning in a coffee shop and nearly beat- 
en to death. To show how “full of 
all subtilty and wickedness” he is, take 
the following:—He was recently de- 
tected in palming off on some persons 
of distinction in Athens, sundry rather 
skilful imitations of ancient manu- 
script parchments, purporting to be- 
long to the fifth century, and which 
“he brought from Russia.” Both the 
composition and the mechanical exe- 
cution of these antique pictures are 
highly creditable to bis genius and in- 
dustry, and fully sustain the reputation 
of the author of the “Orgies.” He 
will, very likely, cease henceforth “to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord” in 
Athens. 


Osipwas.—Letter of Mr. Bingham. 


Twentieth Annual Report of the Mission. 


When I review the years that have 
passed, and consider how little has 
been done towards evangelizing the 
world, and how little my labors have 
contributed towards curtailing the do- 
minion and influence of the prince of 
darkness even in those regions where 
I have labored ; I feel that I have cause 
of the deepest humiliation and self- 
abasement. 

But when I cast my eye upon the 
other page, and consider that I may 
reasonably hope that a few precious 
and immortal souls have been redeem- 
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ed from the thraldom of sin and the 
woes of the lost, through my influence 
and the blessing of God on my feeble 
Jabors, surely 1 have great cause of ad- 
miration and gratitude. It has often 
been a matter of wonder, and almost 
astonishment, that Infinite Wisdom 
should make choice of so defective an 
instrument to employ in so important 
a work. But His ways are not as our 
ways, nor His thoughts as our thoughts. 
He has committed this treasure to 
earthen vessels, “ that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not 
of us.” 

Our boarding school is continued, 
and ip a more prosperous state than at 
my last report. Since that report, one 
half-caste boy has been dismissed, and 
two Indian orphan boys and one In- 
dian girl have been received, making 
our present number seven; two boys 
and five girls. 

Our day school has also improved in 
interest. The number enrolled on our 
catalogue for the term ending 24th of 
March, was fifty-six. And for the 
term closing 23d inst., we had sixty- 
' seven pupils;—rising of forty at the 
examination, Their progress has been 
good. ‘The common branches for- 
merly mentioned have been taught, 
together with history and composition ; 
and more attention has been given to 
music the lust two quarters than for- 
merly. Most of them engaged in sing- 
ing at the examivation, and sang very 
pleasantly. Miss Culver has done her- 
self much credit as a teacher. The 
school has prospered well under her 
instructions. . 

Our Sabbath school has also increas- 
ed considerably in numbers and inter- 
est. We have, by the assistance of 
our citizens, recruited our library con- 
siderably, and it has had an interesting 
effect upon the children. Mr. H. still 
has the charge of that, and we hope its 
influence will be felt more extensively. 

We have had the largest bible class 
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the past winter that we have ever had 
here. But that has decreased in in- 
terest since the opening of navigation. 
Business began to excite, and the eve- 
nings grew short, and numbers have 
fallen off. But it is no more than what 
we expected. Yet we continue it, and 
find the lessons interesting to ourselves, 
and | trust to those who do attend. 

Our religious services continue much 
as J last reported them. When at 
home, I minister a part of the time to 
the white people. No changes in the 
state of our church since my last. 
Some individuals are in a sad state 
and require attention, and will be at- 
tended to as soon as circumstances 
will admit. 

On the anniversary week I went to 
Tikvamina, and the church held a sea- 
son of fasting and prayer four days. 
I was not with them the whole time. 
Reached there on Tuesday, P. M., and 
left there on Friday, P.M. The mem- 
bers there were generally in, most of 
the time, and all of the male members 
were present, and faithfully bore their 
parts. 

Our Indians are still progressing in 
improvement; and the industry of 
some of them in particular is vite | 


to be imitated by many whites. 


think our young men brought thirty 
barrels of white fish into market here, 
before there was one brought from any 
other quarter. They made one haul 
early in the morning while ] was at 
Tikvamina, in which they brought in 
six and a half barrels of white fish 
and eleven sturgeon. 

Brethren Cameron and Shigud have 
continued their services as usual, and 
have received their pay up to this date. 

I contemplate, if the Lord will, 
starting next week (July) for Michi- 
picoton. Hiring my _ iuterpreter by 
the year, | can go cheaper than br. 
Cameron can, for I shall require but 
one more oarman for the trip, whereas 
be would require two. 


Miscellany. 


THE TEACHING OFFICE OF THE 
CHURCH. 


The following extracts are from a ser- 
mon by the Rev. Dr. Hodge, published 


in the Foreign Missionary Chronicle, pp. 


166-8. We insert them as presenting 
views worthy of consideration, although in 
one or two particulars we might wish for 
ourselves some modification. The differ- 
ences of opinion which exist as to the com- 


4 
2 
? 
tee 
| 
| 
4 
4 
i 
~ | 4 
| 
| 
| 

| 
¥ 
= 


a 


parative importance of << different methods 
of instruction,”’ would be found, we appre- 
hend, to be exceedingly small with intelli- 
gent Christians, if the terms respectively 
used by them, were in all cases clearly 
defined. 


There are only three methods by which 
Christianity has ever been established 
among heathen nations. The first is that 
adopted by the Apostles, who established 
churches in various important places, where 
the ground had been long under a process 
of preparatory culture, which churches be- 
came centres of radiation for the surround- 
ing people. From such centres the gospel 
was extended in ever widening circles, 
until their circumferences met, and com- 
passed the whole Roman world. 

The second method is that in which, by 
force or fraud, a people has been brought 
to submit to Christian rites, and to an ex- 
ternal compliance with the forms of Chria- 
tian worship. Thus the Franks were con- 
verted under Clovis, and the Saxons under 
Charlemagne ; and thus was Christianity 
introduced into Mexico and Peru, and by 
the Jesuits into Paraguay, China, and the 
Indies. The characteristic of this method 
is, that it is conversion without instruction. 
It implies no change of opinions, no change 
of heart, no change of life. It is simply 
a change of name and external ceremonies. 
In some cases, this nominal conversion is 
followed, sooner or later, by instruction, 
and a real reception of the gospel is the 
ultimate result. The Saxons, who long re- 
mained baptized heathen, are now the stam- 
ina of the Lutheran and Reformed church- 
es. In other cases instruction does not 
follow, and then the consequence is, that 
the people remain Christian only in name ; 
or, when the external pressure is removed, 
they relapse into heathenism. The In- 
dians of Mexico and Peru are no more 
Christians now than they were in the days 
of Cortez and Pizarro ; and the once flour- 
ishing missions of the Jesuits, with their 
thousands, and even millions of converts, 
have perished, without leaving a trace be- 
hind them. 

The third method of propagating the 
gospel is a process of education ; that is, 
actually teaching the people, so that they 
come to know God, and Jesus Christ, his 
Son, and the way of salvation through him. 
Unless God works miracles, unless he sub- 
verts all the revealed or known methods 
of his operation, this is the only means by 
which the nations can be converted. This 
is the method which all Protestant church- 
es have been’ forcéd to adopt, and it is 
the only one that has ever been ‘suc- 
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cessful. No instanee can be produced of 
the establishment of the gospel in a hea- 
then land, by any other means. This was 
the course pursued by the faithfal Moravi- 
ans in Greenland, in the West Indies, and 
in this country. They aniformly estab- 
lished permanent missions, and laboriously 
taught the people. This was the method 
adopted by Elliot and Brainerd. ‘To this 
mode of procedure, after many experi- 
ments and failures, the missionaries were 
obliged to resort in Tahiti, the Sandwich 
Islands, in India, and South Africa. 

It is a very humble and self-denying 
work thus to teach the first principles of 
the oracles of God ; it is a very slow pro- 
cess ; there is no eclat uboat it ; it is very 
trying to the faith of the missionaries and 
to the patience of the churches. But it is 
God’s appointment. It is as much a law 
of his gracious dispensations that the minds 
of men must be imbued with the divine 
knowledge before the Spirit quickens them 
into life, as itis a law of his providence 
that the seed must first be properly depo- 
sited in the earth before, by his ‘rain and 
sun, he calls forth the beautiful and boun- 
tiful harvest. No man expects to raise a 
crop of wheat by casting seed broad-cast 
in swamps, forests, and jungles ; and just 
as little reason have we to expect a har- 
vest of souls, or the secure and permanent 
establishment of the gospel in heathen 
lands, by any such short and easy method 
of disseminating truth. God will not de- 
part from his wise ordinations to gratify 
either our ease or love of excitement. If 
we would bring oar sheaves to his garner 
we must go forth with tears, and patient 
labor, bearing the precious seed of truth. 

This is the true apostolic method. The 
apostles converted the world by teaching. 
They established churches at Jerusalem, 
at Antioch, at Ephesus, and at Rome, just 
as we are now laboring to establish church- 
es at Lodiana, Furrukhabad, Agra, and 
Allahabad. The only difference is that the 
aposties found the ground cleared, bro- 
ken up, and prepared for the reception of 
the seed, while our poor missionaries, with 
but a small portion of their strength or 
grace, have to go into the jungles and for- 
ests, and clear the ground as well as sow 
the seed. The same God, however, who 
wrought effectually in the apostles, is 
mighty in the weaker messengers whom 
he has sent to do this harder work. In 
both cases the excellency of the power is 
of God, and not of man. But do not let 
us add to all the other trials and discour- 
agements of our missionaries, the heavy 
burden of our impatience. Let us not for- 
get that the work to be done is, of neces- 
sity, in ite first gtages a very slow work, 
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that the harvest dees net follew immedi- 
ately after seed-time. 

That teaching, then, is the great vocation 
of the church ; that no other means 
can she make disciples of all nations, is 
evident, 1. From the express command 
of Christ, in the commission given to his 
disciples. 2. From the nature of that sys- 
tem of doctrines, the knowledge and cor- 
dial belief of which are essential to salva- 
tion. 3. From the nature, design, and 
constitution of the church, as revealed in 
the scriptures, and 4. From the whole 
history of the church, and especially from 
the whole history of missions. 

It may, however, be asked, what is 
meant by teaching? What is this educa- 
tional process which is so necessary to 
the propagation of the gospel? We an- 
swer, it is that process by which men are 
brought really to know what the bible re- 
veals. The end to be attained, is the ac- 
tual communication of this divine know- 
ledge. ‘There are, of course, different 
methods of instruction, some better adupt- 
ed to one class of learners, and some to 
another ; no one of which should be ne- 
glected. ‘The principal agencies which 
God has put into oar hands for this par- 
pose are the pulpit, the school-room and 
the press. All these are employed in 
Christian countries, and all must be used 
among the heathen. The danger is, that 
a disproportionate importance be given to 
one of these methods of instruction, to the 
neglect of the others. The great tempta- 
tion is to overvalue the first. This arises 
from several sources. 

1. In the first place, we are apt to at- 


tach to tbe word preaching, as used in | idly 


the bible, the sense which it now has in 
common life. We mean by preaching, the 
public and authoritative enunciation of the 
gospel ; whereas, in the bible, the word 
comprehends all methods of communica- 
ting divine trath. When Paul says, * It 
pleased God, by the foolishness of preach- 
ing, to save them that believe,’’ he does 
not mean that the public oral proclamation 
of the gospel is the only method of saving 
sinners ; but that God had determined to 
save men by the gospel, and not by the 
wisdom of this world. Homan wisdom is 
entirely inadequate to that end, as the 
world by wisdom knew not God, and, 
therefore, God determined to save them by 
the gospel, which Paul ealis the trae, or 
hidden wisdom, Any method by which 
that wisdom is communicated, comes with- 
in the compass of that foolishness of preach- 
ing of which Paul speaks. The parent, 
the teacher, the author, are all preachers, 
in the scriptural sense of the word, so far 


as they are engaged in holding forth the 


word of life. The power is in the trath, 
not ia the channel or method of communi- 
cation. It is this transferring to the bible 
the modern restricted meaning of the word 
preaching, which has led many good men 
to undervalue other methods of instruction. 
They suppose that all the scriptures say 
about preaching, is to be understood of the 
oral enunciation of the gospel, whereas it 
relates to the inculcation of divine truth, 
in any and all ways by which it can be 
conveyed to the human mind. 

2. But, secondly, we do not make due 
allowance for the difference between the 
state of the heathen, and that of our own 

. Because the majority of persons 
in a Christian land are prepared, in a good 
degree, to understand a public discourse, 
we are apt to take it for granted that this 
method of instruction is equally adapted to 
the heathen. A moment’s reflection, how- 
ever, is sufficient to correct this mistake. 
A certain degree of previous knowledge is 
requisite, to enable us to profit by public 
discourses ; and we accordingly find, the 
world over, that the effect of public preach- 
ing is just in proportion to the previous re- 
ligious training of the hearers. 

3. In the third place, as we know from 
scripture and experience that many single 
sentences of the word of God contain truth 
enough to save the soul, and as the Spirit 
of God does sometimes make one such sen- 
tence fasten on the conscience, and from 
that single germ, by his inward teaching, 
evolves enough of the system of truth to 
enable the sinner to receive Christ, to the 
saving of the soul, it is very natural for us 
to he anxious to scatter the truth as rap- 
and as widely as possible. And this 
is a good and sofficient reason why, even 
in heathen countries, the public proclama- 
tion of the gospel should never be neglect- 
ed, but, on the contrary, should be as 
assiduously employed as possible : we know 
not but God may give some one truth 
saving power in some poor sinner’s heart. 
Of the seed sown on the wayside, among 
the rocks or thorns, it is possible that some 
one grain, here and there, may take root 
and bring forth fruit. But no harvest is 
ever raised in that way. Neither has any 
heathen nation ever been converted by the 
itinerant proclamation of the gospel. To 
raise grain enough to feed our families, or 
to sustain a nation, we must plough and 
harrow, as well as sow ; and to save souls 
enough to found a church, or to convert a 
nation, we must slowly and laboriously 
indoctrinate the people in the knowledge 
of the bible. 

The mistake to which we have referred, 
is one into which the missionaries them- 


selves almost uniformly fall, at the begin- 
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3 and those new to the work, are apt 
to think that their more experienced breth- 
ren rely too litthe on preaching, and too 
much on the slower methods of instraction. 
A missionary from Ceylon told me that 
soon after his arrival in that field, he ven- 
tured to suggest his doubts on this subject 
to the oldest, and certainly one of the 
ablest and most devoted of his brethren. 
That elder brother was then ill, lying on 
his bed, opposite an open window. He 
said to his doubting brother :—From that 
window, you can cast your eye over a 
number of villages, embowered in trees : 
as [ lie here, I can in my mind go from 
house to house through all those villages, 
and tell you the names and character of 
every family. In a course of years I vis- 
ited them so often, I so often conversed 
with them, and preached to them, that I 
know them all, and know them intimately ; 
yet | never saw any fruit from all that la- 
bor, ‘Their minds were so darkened, their 
moral feelings so degraded, that the trath 
could gain no access, and made no impres- 
sion. We were literally forced to adopt 
the method of regular teaching ; and you 
see the result. A Christian nation is ris- 
ing up around us. Another missionary 
from the same field, who had been twenty- 
five years on the ground, expressed his 
firm conviction that if God would continue 
to bless their labors for the next five and 
twenty years as he had hitherto done, the 
whole Tamul people woald be as thorough- 
ly christianized as any nation in Europe. 

Let it, however, be distinctly understood, 
that we advocate no exclusive method of 
instruction. The business of the charch is 
to teach, and to teach in all the ways by 
which the trath of God can be conveyed 
to the understanding ; but that work must 
be accomplished. 


SUCCESS OF THE CEYLON MISSION. 


In the Missionary Herald for August, 
there is a letter from Sir J. Emerson Ten- 
nent, Colonial Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Ceylon and President of the Com- 
mittee of Education, written on occasion of 
a recent visit to the province of Jaffna, the 
seat of the Ceylon Mission ; from which 
we take the following paragraphs. 

Having at length visited in person all 
your stations, however unusual a spontane- 
ous communication of this kind may be, I 
cannot resist the impulse to convey to you 
my strong sense of the sustained exertions 
of your missionaries, and of their unexam- 


|Sepr. 
pled success in this colony. Much as I 
had heard of their usefulness and its re- 
sults, | was not prepared to witness such 
evidences of it as I have séen; not in 
their school-rooms only, or in the attain- 
ments and conduct of their pupils ; but in 
the aspect of the whole community, 
amongst whom they have been toiling ; 
and the obvious effect which their care and 
instractions have been producing on the 
industrial, social and moral character of 
the surrounding population. ) 

The number of professing converts re- 
corded by your people may be small, as 
compared with those occasionally announc- 
ed by other missionaries or ministers in 
Ceylon ; buat the field of their labors pre- 
sents to me this remarkable feature, as 
compared with all others in this island, that 
whilst elsewhere and in the other provin- 
ces we have multitudes of nominal Chris- 
tians in ostensible connection with our 
churches, there are but too sad grounds 
for believing that the vast majority are in 
reality still only heathens at heart ; whilst 
at Jaffna, and more especially in the vicin- 
ity of your stations, even those of your 
pupils and hearers who still profess to be 
heathens, exhibit a far advance towards 
Christianity in their conduct and life. 
Practically their ancient superstition has 
been shaken to its foundation ; and the 
whole fabric will shortly totter to the 
ground, and give place to the simpler 
structure of pure and practical Christianity. 

The whole appearance of this district 
bespeaks the efficacy of your system. Its 
domestic character is changing ; and its 
social aspect presents a contrast to any 
other portion of Ceylon, as distinct and re- 
markable as it is delightful and encoura- 
ging. Civilization and secular knowledge 
are rapidly opening the eyes of the heathen 
community to a conviction of the superior- 
ity of the external characteristics of Chris- 
tianity, and thereby creating a wish to 
know something of the inward principles 
which lead to an outward development so 
attractive. 

Thus the school-room, operating simul- 
taneously and in harmony with the pulpit 
and private counsel, is pioneering and pre- 
paring the way for the course of that spirit- 
ual enlightenment, which, I firmly believe, 
will ere long pour forth in a flood irresisti- 
bly, and pursue its wide and calm career 
coinparatively unimpeded : for every gross- 
er obstacle will have been gradually but 
effectually removed beforehand. 

I hope that this spontaneous tribute of 
mine will be regarded by you only with 
reference to the impulse which suggests it, 
of admiration of your labors, and, I may 
say, of astonishment at their success. As 
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a private gentleman and a Christian, I 
could not witness, without emotion, the 

d which your faithful servants are so 
widely diffusing. And identified as [ am 
by position with the Government of this 
rich and important portion of the queen’s 
dominions, I could not regard, without 
gratitude to your Board, the Christian lib- 
erality with which you are animating and 
directing a movement, the practical results 
of which have already manifested them- 
selves in this province of Ceylon, in the 
moral elevation, the social enlightenment, 
the extended industry, and the spreading 


prosperity of our people. 


IMPATIENCE IN THE WORK OF MIS8- 
SIONS. 


Too often it happens, when fruits are 
late in showing themselves, that in oar 
impatience to see a positive result of our 
labors, we ourselves complain because our 
efforts are not crowned with success: and 
when a faithful laborer has toiled for one 
or two years, without being able in his re- 
ports to inform us of actual conversions, 
we counsel him to abandon a population 
so difficult to be enlightened. Our friends 
say to us, ‘** Send us interesting facts, and 
we can collect funds for your work; but 
if you say nothing striking and pointed, we 
cannot maintain an interest in it.’’ Such 
requests throw us into great perplexity ; 
for our evangelists, the best and most ac- 
tive of them, sometimes have no such facts 
to communicate to us ; and at other times 
there may be things of profound interest 
which, by reason of their delicate nature, 
cannot be made public. 

One of our correspondents, to whom 
we had made known our painful impres- 
sions on seeing the many places in which 
our work had been prosecuted without 
offering equivalent results, to the sorrow 
of the laborers and the apparent loss of the 
bi expended,—writes to us as fol- 
ows :— 
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‘* It is often wrong to judge by appear- 
ances. Experience proves that lands the 
most difficult to cultivate, are frequently 
the most fruitful when the time of harvest 
arrives. May not this be true of the in- 
habitants of our country? Naturally dis- 
trustful, they reflect long before they wel- 
come new things among them ; but if they 
once accord to you their contidence, you 
may count upon the continuance of their 
esteem .... I am afflicted, like yoar- 
selves, because the reports of your labor- 
ers do not contain more interesting facts : 
but I tell you frankly what I have said to 
other friends, that I am far from believing, 
with some Committees, that without the 
recital of facts the Societies cannot receive 
the funds which they need. The Lord 
can make abundant succors flow to his 
children, as well in ways unperceived as 
by means of which Committees make too 
little accoant.’’ 

Our brother’s thought is oursalso. Too 
often we seek to precipitate the times and 
the seasons, of which our heavenly Father 
hath reserved the disposal to himself. <* If 
the vision tarry, wait for it.’? Heb. 2:3. 
‘* Cast thy bread upon the waters,’’ saith 
the Lord, ‘*for théu shalt find it after 
many days.’? Eccl. 11:1. It was thus 
that the English Baptists commenced in 
1793 the mission at Serampore in India, 
and they gathered no fruit till in 1800, 
after waiting seven years. It was thas 
also that the pious Christians of Denmark 
and Moravia acted,—models of patience 
and devotedness to the missionary work,— 
who during seventeen years prosecuted 
their painful mission in Greenland without 
seeing a single conversion. Their faith 
was stronger and more persevering than 
ours, even as the Lord tried them with a 
trial which we could not endure. We 
should, therefore, be thankful that he 
treats us with tenderness, and grants to 
us the sweet privilege of seeing even now 
the fulfilment of the declaration, ‘* My 
word shall not retarn unto me void.’’— 


Cir. of the Geneva Evan. Soc. 


American BPaptist 


RETURN OF MR. AND MRS. WADE. 


The arrival of these faithful and beloved 
missionaries in this country, and the causes 
which have compelled them a second time 
to retire from the missionary field, after 
nearly twenty-five years of labor,—labor 
rewarded with an almost unexampled mea- 

VOL. XXVIII. 46 


Hlissionary Bnion. 


sure of success,—are already known to 
our readers generally. But we find plea- 
sure in enabling them personally to state 
the grounds and circumstances of their 
withdrawal, and especially the feelings 
with which they have regarded this painfal 
suspension of their accustomed toils. We 
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call it suspension merely, for such, we 
trust, it is so intended by the Lord of mis- 
sions. The health both of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wade is so impaired as to require a pro- 
tracted period for its renovation, yet not to 
preclude the hope of their eventual recov- 
ery and return to their chosen work. 

The following letter was written by Mr. 
Wade, as the reader will notice, soon after 
his debarkation. ‘They arrived in Boston 
harbor July 31, having left Maulmain Dec. 
22, via St. Helena, and the last mentioned 
place June 6. 


Leltér of Mr. Wade. 


Through the inscrutable providence 
of God, Mrs. Wade and myself are 
again landed on our own native shores, 
‘after an absence of about fourteen 
years. I say inscrutable providence, 
because it was our unchanging inten- 
tion, desire and prayer, to finish our 
days among our beloved disciples in 
Burmah. Our work seemed too impor- 
tant to admit of our leaving it, and too 
interesting to allow a wish to do so. 
Besides the pastoral charge of three 
Karen churehes, embracing about 500 
members, I was engaged in making a 
dictionary of the Karen language, a 
work greatly needed in the mission, 
and which, by the common consent of 
my missionary brethren, divine Provi- 
dence seemed to have thrown. upon 
my hands. Often had I prayed that 
my life and health might be preserved 
until this work should be completed ; 
but it pleased God to prevent my labors 
in a sudden and unlooked-for manner, 
the failure of my sight to an extent 
that I could neither read nor write. I 
called and consulted my _ physician. 
He said it was a nervous weakness in 
the organ connected with the neu- 
ralgic and liver complaint, which oc- 
casioned my previous return to Amer- 
ica, and which, by the effects of the 
climate and of too great mental effort, 
had now extended to the head and 
whole nervous system. By refraining 
entirely from the use of my eyes, and 
from every thing that required mental 
exertion, the further progress of the 
disease might be arrested; but he 
‘could give no encouragement of a cure, 
or even of any improvement, without 
at least two years residence in a cold 
climate, giving the mind, during the 
same period, complete rest. “If you 
will do this,” said he, “I have not the 


least doubt you will be able to come 
back and perform ten years more of 
useful labor.” He added, “I should 
have strenuously advised this course a 
long time since, had I not understood 
you were resolved not to return home 
a second time on any consideration ; 
but your remaining under present cir- 
cumstances would be useless in point 
of missionary labor, and wrong in point 
of principle.” 

Still we hesitated. “ Shall we be able 
to bear the fatigues of so long a voyage? 
Will our health, at our time of life, be 
improved by the change so that it will 
be thought advisable to send us out 
again? Who will take care of the 
sheep and lambs of our flock in the 
Karen wilds while we are absent? 
Will it not be very discouraging to the 
friends of the mission, to see us re- 
turn a second time? Still, what can I 
do by remaining ?” These, and many 
other considerations, were suggested to 
our minds ; we were at a loss to decide 
on the path of duty. Atlength, we 
resolved to leave it to the decision of 
Providence, by requesting each of our 
missionary brethren to give his un- 
biased, private opinion in writing, in a 
manner somewhat like voting by bal- 
lot; while we retired to pray that God 
would manifest his will by the result. 
On comparison, their opinions were 
found to be unanimous, and we yield- 
ed to what we thought to be the will 
of God ; but our spirits were much de- 
pressed, Sister Mason had sunk into 
her grave. Br. Mason, who had charge 
of the southern Karen churches in Ta- 
voy, had been obliged to leave his 
flock, with small hope of living to re- 
turn. Brethren Bennett and Cross had 
each his own department of labor in 
the town. Who was to look after the 
churches in the jungle? It was a 
mourning time. We mourned. Many 
of the Karen disciples came into town 
and mourned with us. Those who 
could not come in, sent us mournful 
letters. We told them if we did not 
live, or were not able to come back, 
one or two new: missionaries would be 
sent in our place. “Ah,” said they, 
“new missionaries will not understand 
our language,—they will be strangers 
to us ;—they will not love us and care 
for us as you have done ;—you are our 
father and mother;—if our father and 
mother go way, shall we ever see them 
again? Pray for us, that though sepa- 
rated on earth, we may meet and live 
together in heaven.” Our missionary 
associates, too, though unhesitating 
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as to our duty to leave them, were 
much discouraged while they contem- 
plated the increasing labors to be per- 
formed, and the decreasing number of 
those who were to perform them. At 
length the hour for our departure 
came. We commended the mission 
and one another to God, who is able 
to do all things, gave each other a 
tremulous hand, and sighed farewell. 

The first stage of our homeward 
journey brought usto Maulmain. Here 
we were detained some four weeks 
for an opportunity to proceed.* But 
we did not regret this. We loved to 
linger on the missionary field: It gave 
us also a precious season of intercourse 
with precious friends. There was Dr. 
Judson, who, after the death of the 
first Mrs. Judson, had resided in our 
family for some years, and we had had 
but one heart in our missionary work. 
There was br. Mason, with whom we 
had been most happily associated dur- 
ing thirteen years of our missionary 
life. There were several Burman 
Christians, who were the fruit of our 
early labors in Maulmain. Some of 
these were then children; now they 
were in middle life, with groups of 
their own converted children about 
them. Others, who were then in 
middle life, were now leaning upon 
staves, with silvered locks and furrow- 
ed cheeks, which told us that in all 
probability we should see them no 
more on earth. ‘There were also other 
brethren and sisters, missionary and 
native, who, though less connected 
with us in personal labor, were very 
deur to us. But the time came for us 
to depart ;—we gathered around the 
mercy seat,—commended each other 
to God in prayer, and then moved to 
the wharf. This seemed much like 
our own funeral procession. 

Soon the scene changed ; every lov- 
ed one had disappeared; and we were 
launched upon the broad ocean with the 


* While detained in Maulmain, we wrote 
to Calcutta to inquire whether there was there 
any American vessel in which we could get a 
direct passage home. Only two American ves- 
sels were found which would take agen ae 
and the captains of those utterly refused, 
when they learned that the proposed passen- 
gers were invalided missionaries. They said 
they would not take missionaries on any con- 
sideration, for they should be annoyed all the 
voyage with efforts for their conversion. We, 
therefore, engaged a —— in an English 
ship, then loading in Maulmain with timber. 
Timber vessels, we were informed, are gen- 
erally old and leaky, being unfit for other 
cargo; but this, so far as we could learn, was 
an exception to the general rule. 


single cheerful consideration, “Such is 
the will of God.” After the first eight 
or ten days at sea, even this clear spot 
in our horizon began to be overcast ; 
a storm arose, our vessel sprang a leak, 
and doubts whether we had not mis- 
taken the divine will in undertaking 
the voyage, prevailed. My own mind 
became fearfully depressed, and my 
physical strength scarcely enabled me 
to rise from my berth; sleep left me, 
and I expected to die at sea. The 
weather continued rough, with now 
and then an interval, until we rounded 
the Cape of Good Hope; after which it 
was fine to St. Helena. But the leak, 
which required the pumps to be kept 
at work about one eighth of the time, 
day and night, continued to be a source 
of anxiety. And though my health 
began to improve during this latter 
part of the voyage, it was still precari- 
ous when we reached the island. 

Br. Judson had given us a letter of 
introduction to Mr. Carrol, the Ameri- 
can consul, and Mr. Bertram, a Baptist 
minister ; and we determined, if justi- 
fied by circumstances, to wait there an 
opportunity to get a direct passage 
home in un American vessel. We met 
the consul on board ship; he was very 
affable and kind, offered us a room in 
his house if we should choose to re- 
main awhile on the island, and said he 
would use all means to secure for us 
the earliest opportunity to proceed on 
our voyage in an American vessel ; 
which, he had no doubt, would occur 
in the course of a week or two at far- 
thest. Mr. Bertram said we mus stop, 
—God was pouring out his Spirit upon 
the people of the island; a number 
who had gladly received the word, 
were expecting soon to be baptized. 
They had purchased and fitted up a 
convenient place of worship, and were 
now constructing a baptistry, which 
would be completed in about a week ; 
and then, for the first time on the 
island, the rite of baptism, as held by 
our denomination, would be adminis- 
tered. “God,” said he, “‘ has sent you 
here to help us,—He has done it in an- 
swer to our prayers,—He has a work 
for you to do here, and you must not 
leave until it is accomplished.” I con- 
fess | was not much convinced that 
God had a work for me to do there, for 
I knew that my physical and mental 
debility rendered me quite unfit for 
any public duties; but | hoped God 
might make a short stay on the island 
a means of recruiting my wasted 


| strength, and of refreshing our souls 
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with spiritual blessings; or, if I was 
not to live to reach my native land, 
that he would give me there a peaceful 
grave beside that of our dear departed 
sister Judson. | returned to the ship, 
aud the next morning came on shore 
with Mrs. Wade. 

Three months elapsed before we 
could get an Opportunity to proceed in 
any American vessel, during which 
time we received much courtesy and 
hospitality from those who were favor- 
able to religion, and enjoyed much in 
Christian intercourse with those who 
had a true spirit of piety. Six weeks 
were spent in the country with a very 
pious lady who is an American; it 
was a delightiul spot, several hundred 
feet above the level of the sea, which 
rendered it quite coo] and healthy ; it 
is called Fairy Land. Here our health 
was materially improved; and it bas 
continued to improve on the passage 
from St. Helena to Boston. Our ac- 
commodations on board the Richmond 
were small, but Capt. Hale and his 
first officer did all that politeness and 
kind attentions could do to make us 
comfortable. And now that we have 
arrived on our native shores, we thank 
God for all his gracious deliverances 


aud tender mercies towards us since 
we left Burmah. 


Bassa Mission.—Extracts from a Let- 
ter of Mr. Vonbrunn dated Bezley, 
June 23, 1848. 


The people amongst whom I preach, 


pay very good attention to the word of 


the doctrine of eternal life. 1 preach 
to my benighted brethren the true say- 
ings of God, the great things of his law, 
the sure word of prophecy, whereunto 
we do well to take heed. 1 endeavor 
to preach the excellent and wondrous 
things, even the counsel of God, rela- 
ting to our redemption by the Holy 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world. In my own lan- 
guage, I try to compare spiritual things 
with spiritual. Muy the people derive 
more real advantage by the blessing of 
God. Many come from a distant place 
to join worship, and express a great 
desire to learn. 

The Lord has lately visited us with 
his mercy and grace. In the month 
of June, that is, since br. Clarke left, 
two of the students have come forward, 
and with a vehement testimony of their 
conversion were gladly received into 
the congregation of Christ’s earthly 


church by baptism. But there is one, 
of whom my pen cannot nor ever will 
do me justice to express my feelings, 
my dear cousin, Ge Mue by name, who 
cannot speak one word in English 
who has boldly confessed Jesus and 
him crucified. When I went to New 
Cess to preach, this young woman 
was there, as one of the congregation 
that heard me preach in Bassa. 


LETTERS, &c., FROM MISSIONARIES, 


Arracan.—E. L. Abbott, Feb. 5, 12.—J. 
S. Beecher, March 21, April 20.—L. Ingalls, 
Feb. 8, 14, March 23, 25, 26, April 24, 25. 

Mautmain.—J. G. Binney, Feb. 22.—J. 
M. Haswell, j. Feb. 15—March 19, 22.—N. 
Harris, April 22.—H. Howard, Feb. 21, 22, 
April 22.—A. Judson, Feb. 22.—F. Mason 
March 22.—7'.. S. Ranney, March 0.—T" 
Simons, April 23.—L. Stilson, Feb. 22, March 
20, April 22. 

Tavoy.—C. Bennett, Jan. 18, j. 19—Feb. 
14, March 4.—E. B. Cross, j. Dec. 13—March 
6.—J. Wade, July 31 ;—Mrs. W., March 25. 

Assam.—M. Bronson, March 13.—O. 7. 
Cutter, Feb. 22, April 7 (2).—A. H. Danforth, 
March 20.—J J. Stoddard, April 7. 

Siam.—J. H. Chandler, Jan. 1,22, March 
3, 31.—J. Goddard, Dec. 17, 1847 ; Jan. 4, 22, 
Feb. 22, April 6 (2).7—E. Nv. Jencks, Feb. 
18, March 6, 29.—J. 7’. Jones, March 3, 14.— 
Miss H. H. Morse, March 3. 

Cuina.— Mission, Apri] 24.—W. Dean, 
Feb. 24, March 22, 27, April 18, 20, 22, 24 (2). 
—J. Johnson, Feb. 23.—E. C. Lord, Dec. 30, 
1847; j. Oct. 27—Jan. 19. 

Bassas.—I. Clarke, March 12, 16, 18 j. 
Jan—J. H. Cheeseman, June 15.—J. Von- 
brunn, March 15, June 23. 

Francrt.— 7". 7. Devan, April 11, 16, 27, 
June 24, July 8,13 —E. Willard, April 6—11, 
oA 24, July 12 (2). | 

RkECK.—A. N. Arnold, April 11, Ma 
23, F. Buel, May 29.—Miss S. E. 
Waldo, April 18, a 20. 

Germany —G. W. Lehmann, April 4. 

CurrokrEes —W. P. Upham, April 24.— 
Upham, May 15. 

Suawanors.—F’, Barker, May 23.—J. G. 
Pratt, May 8, June 14. 

Otrrawas.—L. Slater, July 4. 

Osipwas.—A. Bingham, June 30. 


DONATIONS 
Received in July, 1848. 


Massachusetts. 


Brookline, ch., mon. con., 100,00 

Haverhill, Ist ch. 70,00; do., 
Young Ladies’ Miss. Circle 
30,00; to cons. George Apple- 


ton L. M., 100,00 
Beverly, ‘‘ a memher of Ist ch.,” 

for Burman Mission, 10,00 
Boston, “ a friend” 2,00 
do., Baldwin Place Sab. school, 

W. E. Smith sec., 12,71 


| 
| 
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Dorchester, Ist ch. 5,00 L. M., 100,00; Lower Dublin, 
Barnstable, Ist ch. and cong. 50,00 ch. 29,50 ; Carnarvon, ch. 2; 
Attleboro’, Mrs. A. Read 5,00 Shirleysburg, ch. (25,00—less 
South Reading, Miss E. Weth- discount 5c.) 24,50; Lower 
erby, 5,00 Dublin, ch., Mite Soc., 32,25 ; 
Manstield, ch. 5,44 Marcus Hook, Rev. Joseph 
Watertown, Samuel Stickney 5,00 Walker 5,00, Milesburg, ch. 
Worcester, Ist ch., Jews’ Miss. 6,00; Holmesburg, ch. and 
Soc., Charles E. Converse tr., Sab. school 20,11; per Rev. 
for sup. of a Karen boy named B. R. Loxley, 219,36 
Isaac Davis, 25,00 Wyoming Asso. 2,00; Phebe 
—— 325,15 reen 2,00, 4,00 
Rhode Island. 
Rhode Island State Convention, Ohio. 
V. J. Bates tr., viz.—Provi- Zanesville, Market St. ch, 25,00 
dence, Ist ch., mon. con., Cleaveland, Ist ch., Sab. Sch. 
54,00 ; do., Young Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., to educate two 
Miss. Soc., Miss H. P. Dan- heathen children at Tavo 
iels tr., 46,00; to cons. L. M. named Mary Brayton an 
to be named. Pine St. c'.., James M. Hoyt, and to cons. 
Fem. For. Miss. Soc., Mrs. L. Wm. T. Smith L. M., 100,00 
Brown tr., 52,75; Richmond, —— 125,00 
2¢ ch., mon. con., 5,74; do., Mississi 
C. T. Chapman 1,00; New- ississippi. 
rt, Central ch. 18,25; Lime Macon, “ friends of missions, for 
ock and Albion, ch. 12,50; circulation of scriptures in 
South Kingston, Miss Sarah © Burmah,” 20,00—less discount 
M. Barker 1,00; Charlestown, 6Uc.; per Rev. B. R. Loxley, 19,40 
ch. 6,83; Pawtuxet, ch. 4,00; A 
Exeter, ch. 21,00; Fruit Hill, ' Indiana. 
ch., mon. con., 4,00; to cons. Madison, ch., col., 26,40; John 
M. to be named, 227,07 | Orvil 5Uc.; E. C. Barbour 5,00 ; 
. Samuel Brenniman 5Uc.; Rev. 
Connecticut. J. A. Kirtley 1,00; Mrs. M. 
New London, S. Burt, for sup. Kirtley 25c.; Susan Patton 
of a child in Orphan School, 1,00; E. P. Gillett, 2,50; Jo- 
Assam, 25,00 seph ‘l'odd 2,50; Mrs. Maria 
Connecticut State Convention, Gillett 5Uc.; Mrs. Elizabeth 
W. Griswold tr., 170,00 Perkins 1,00; Mon. con. 3,55; 
—— 195,00; Jefferson, ch. 4,65; Mrs. Caro- 
line Smith 50c.; Eliza Er- 
New York. ringer 25c.; F. R. McGrew 
Orleans Asso. 117,42; do., Rev. 5Uc : Eliza Pratt 1,00 ; Joseph 
W. F. Parish 5,00, for Teloo- R. Pratt 1,00; New Albany, 
oo Mission; to cons. Rev. ch., Mary Dewey 25c.; Mrs. 
W. F. Parish L. M., 122,42 L. Brown 25c.; Basil Malli- 
Genesee Asso. 225,18 ; Stafford, kin 1,00; Goudelph Shafer 
A. Whitman 1,00; to cons. 70c.; Mrs. Mary Simcore 
Rev. Henry B. Elwell and 1,00; Mrs. Elizabeth Dean 
Rev. Elon Galusha L. M., 226,18 5Uc.; Samuel Cook 1,00; 
Livingston Asso. 312,74; Scotts- Thomas Walker 1,00; John 
burg, M. C. Gates 1,00; to Thompson 1,00 ; John Kneph- 
cons, Pomroy, R. M. Bul- ley 2,00; Mes, Kaephiey ; 
lock and E. Winans L. M., 313,74 . J. Newkirk 1,00; Mrs. 
Seneca Asso. 186,46, which with Hannah Crane 1,00; Mrs Ma- 
L. Porter’s legacy (2U,00), to 4 Montgomery 1,00; Charles 
cons. Rev. C. Wardner L. M., garth 1,00; Fem. Sewing 
and one to be named, 186,46 Soc. 3,00; Mrs. O. Haddock 
Monrve Asso. 50,00 ; Rochester, 1,00; Jesse Rodgers Sec. ; 
D. L. Barton 50,00 ; Perinton, cash 1,00; a friend 50c.; Ben- 
Rev. J. L. Richmond 100,00; amin Lemon 1,00; Mrs. M. 
to cons. David L. Barton and Tyler 50c.; Rev. Geo, Web- 
Rev. J. L. Richmond L. M., 200,00 ster 1,00; Wm Young 1,00; 
Genesee Kiver Asso. 114,88; — Oliver Castle 1,15; Frederick 
Nunda, ch. 46,56 ; Belfast, ch. Smith 50c. ; Rev. Seth Wood- 
4,37; to cons. Rev. H. Smith ruff 1,00; Mrs. M. Woodruff 
L. M., 165,81 95c.; Mon. con, 23,38; Har- 
per Rev. S. M. Osgood, bard’s Creek, ch. 3,65; Ver- 
agent, —— 1214,61 non, ch. 13,10; Franklin, ch. 
: 36,05; Mrs. N. H. Compton 
Pennsylvania. 1,00; Rev. J. Berry 2,00; 
Athens, “(a friend to missions” 5,00 James Waggoner 1,00; Kev. 
Eaton, ch. and cong.3,40 ; Mon- Wm. Brand 2,00; Mrs. Mer- 
roe, ch. 1,60, 5,00 riam Whipple 50c.; others 
Philadelphia, Broad St. ch., Juv. 1,00; Mount Moriah, ch., 
Miss. Soc., for Karen Mission, four individuals, 3,20; Sand ; 


and to cons. Henry Mowrey 


Creek, ch., Allen Duncan, 50c.; 
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Wm. C. Clemens 40c.; John 
Layton 1,00; Rebecca Layd 
25c.; A. Duncan 50c.; Eliza- 
beth Duncan 1,00; Greens- 
burg, ch., Herman Cravens, 
100; Levi Weston 3,00; 
Thomas Edkins and wife 4,00 ; 
Zebina Warriner 95c.; col. 
6,32; Delaware, 2d ch., Sam- 
uel Gookins 1,00; Elliot Ros- 
zell 50c.; J. Stevens 50c.; 
ch. 1,00; Wilmington, 
ch. 6,00; Samuel D. Manches- 
ter 3,00; Aurora, ch, 7,83; 
children of Wm. Morgan 20c.; 
Mrs. Abigail Holman 50c.; 
Lawrenceburg, church 5,25; 
Blackford Co., Mrs. R. S. 
Ingraham, for Arracan Miss., 
1,00; Pittsburgh, ch., mon. 
con., 1,00; Lafayette, ch. 
16,40; Mrs. Nancy Jackson 
2,00; Covington, ch. 8,50; 
Mon. con. 7,00; Lauramie, 
ch. 2,00; friends near Dayton 
1,62 ; Indianapolis, ch. 13,00; 
per Rev. S. G. Miner, agent, 


Illinois. 


Napierville, ch. 2,73; Mrs. Bet- 


sey B. Palmer 1,00; Plainfield, 
ch. 7,00; Mrs. Young 1,00; 
a friend in Northern 
linois 5,00; Rev. Solomon 
Knapp 1,00; Fox River Asso. 
16,83; Bristol, ch. 1,00; Paw- 
Paw Grove, ch. 13,20; Ver- 
milionville, Mrs. E. Wood 
25c.; Dover, Sylvester Brig- 
ham 12,00; Illinois River 
Asso., W. A. Pennel tr., 43,25; 
afriend 12c.; Rev. N. Avord 
1,00; Farm Ridge, Susan Bald- 
win 2,00; Ottawa, ch. 16,38 ; 
Pleasant Grove, ch. 3,74; 
Ohio, ch. 3,95; Rock River 
Asso. 7,40; Davenport 2,10; 
Rock Island 3,10; Jonas Case 
1,00; Rochford, James Good- 
hue 1,00; Oxford, ch. 5,85; 
Monmouth, ch. 5,25; Ber- 
wick, ch. 13,47; Belvidere, 
ch. 13,12; Mrs. Abigail Whit- 
man 3,00; Charles Whitman 
1,00; J. B. Tinker 2,00; 
Rochford, ch. 11,00; Rev. S. 
S. Whitman 4,00; George 
Haskell 10,00; George Has- 
kell, Jr., 25c. ; Dixon, ch. 2,00; 
P. S. Boardman 1,00; (of 
which 100,00 is to cons. Rev. 
Walter Levisee L. M.; per 


Donations. [Szpr. 


263,50 


Rev. S. G. Miner, agent, 217,99 


Rock Island Asso., Levi Hun- 


gerford tr., 
Michigan. 


Michigan State Convention, C. 


Van Husen tr., viz.—Kalama- 
zoo, ch., mon con., 2,00; Rev. 
T. Z. R. Jones 5,00; Dexter, 
mon. con. 3,00; Rollin, ch., 
mon. con., 1,88; do., 2d ch., 
mon. con., 45c.; Ypsilanti, 
ch., mon. con., 3,50; Romeo, 
mon. con. 4,00; Franklin, 
mon. con. 4,18 ; Mooresville, 
mon. con. 20,00; York, mon. 


—— 223,99 


con. 6,15; Napoleon, mon.mon. 
3,27; Adrian, mon. con. 4,79; 
J. N. Field and wife, 3,00; 
South Jackson, Rev. D. Peck 
4,00; Ann Arbor, Rev. A. Ten- 
brook aud wife 7,57; Tecum- 
seh, [.S. Hamilton 4,84; Wm. 
Morrison 1,00; Plymouth, 
Mrs. N. B. Grow 1,00; Mrs. 
Rhoan 1,00; Ottawa Colony, 
Rev. L. Slater and family 5,00 ; 
Marhcoh 1,50; Shingokee 50c.; 
Sundoqua 25c.; South Battle 
Creek, Rev. J. Harris 5,00; 
Marshall, ch., mon con., 6,00 ; 
Galesburg, ch. 1,50,; to cons. 
Rev. John S. T'wiss L. M., 100,38 


Iowa. 


lowa Bap. Convention 34,81 ; 
Davenport, ch., mon. con., 


1,25, 36,06 
Greece. 
Greek Mission, mon. con., to 
cons. John York L. M., 100,00 
$3063 ,52 
Legacies. 


Newport, R. I., Mary Mumford, 
Clark Burdick administrator, 
per V. J. Bates, tr. of Rhode 
island Bap. State Convention, 50,00 
Covert, L. Porter, per 
Rev. S. M. Osgood, agent, (in 
art,) 20,00 
ilmington, Ia., Louisa Hink- 
ley, per Rev. S. G. Miner, 
agent, 5,90 
— 75,00 


$3138 ,52 
Total from April 1 to July 31, $24,795,13. 


(C= Of $1431 57 credited in July No. of Mag. 
from Miami Asso., Ohio, $156,01 was from 
Bur. Fem. Ed. Soc. of 9th St. Ch., Cincinnati. 


BOXES OF CLOTHING, Xc., 
From May 8 to July 18, 1848. 


Mass., Old Cambridge, Fem. Miss. Soc. 
of Bap. ch., per Eliza H. Coolidge, 
for Rev. F. Barker and others, a box 
of clothing, 55,35 


do., South Abington, from Rev. W. F. 

Hubbert, for Rev. F. Barker, cash, 14,00 
do., Lowell, per Rev. L. Porter, for 

Mrs. Jane Kelly Jones, a box of clo- 

thing, 31,00 
do., Chelmsford, Ladies’ Sewing Circle 

connected with Central Bap. ch., per 

Meriam Warren, for Mr. Vonbrunn, 

a box of clothing, 26,51 
do., Groton, Fem. Benev. Soc., per 

Rev. Lewis Holmes, for Rev. F. 

Barker, a barrel of clothing, &c., 22,00 
Vt., Weston, females of ch. and cong. 

at Weston, for Orphan Institution at 

Nowgong, a box of clothing, &c., 27,66 
do., Townsend, Bap. Benev. Soc., for 

Rev. N. Brown, a box of clothing, 24,15 
Penn., Philadelphia, Rowland & Wal- 

ton, for Rev. L. Ingalls, a box of 

medicines. 


6,00 

1a 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE THIRD ARTICLE OF THE CONSTITU- 
TION. 


{The publication of this Report, presented to the Board at its late annual meeting, has 
been unavoidably deferred to the present number.] 


The Committee appointed to consider the proposed Amendment to 
the third Article of the Constitution of the A. B. M. Union, would 
present the following report. 


The subject referred to your Committee is itself one of much 
complexity. Scattered, too, as the members of the Committee were 
by their residence, over a wide region, it has been difficult for them 
to secure by writing, the free interchange and mutual modification 
of opinion that were desirable. Meeting, personally, but at a very 
recent date, the present expression of their views was prepared with 
a haste, that must plead in extenuation alike of what may seem its 
defects or its redundancies. 

Coming as Christian Missions do from Heaven; it is certain, 
also, that just in proportion as they are wisely and successfully 
prosecuted, they will bring us, in spirit and temper, nearer to Heay- 
en. It is in a temper of lowliness, docility and self-distrust, and in 
the spirit of mutual deference and brotherly concession that we may 
expect most conformity to the Cross of the Great Missionary and 
Apostle of our profession, and thus approximate most closely the 
Throne, before which some of our missionary laborers and many of 
our missionary converts are at this hour rejoicing, and to which we 
are or should be following them. The crying desolations of the 
heathenism that summons us to its relief and enlightenment ;—the 
self-abnegation of the Ransom that bought us, and of which we wit- 
ness to a doomed and self-idolizing race;—the lowly charity and 
self-renunciation that are characteristic traits of the heirs of that 
Heaven to which we are ourselves invited of Christ, and to which 
we invite our fellow-sinners in His name;—all remind us, that, in 
this matter at least, there should be no tenacity for our own opin- 
ions, no pre-judgments, and no bickerings. ‘The most simple, fra- 
ternal, and economical agency that the churches can devise, let us 
seek : let it be only spiritual and scriptural. ‘Twenty-seven years 
since, the Baptist General Convention was chartered. Of its found- 
ers many are nowat rest. The interval elapsed is the ordinary life- 
time of a generation. That period seems to many, perhaps, ‘‘ time 
whereof the memory of man runneth not to the contrary.’’ A course or 
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system of that date is to some clothed with the authority of an an- 
tiquity immemorial and uncontrovertible. Yet were our fathers who 
founded that most honored and useful body to return to our earth, 
and to resume the unfinished tasks they bequeathed us there, we 
see no reason to suppose that they would have framed in 1848, with 
the benefits of the experience of a quarter of a century, the same 
system which, comparatively inexperienced, they adopted in 1821. 
The Convention was composed of delegates or representatives, (for 
the Constitution uses either term,) made such by the payment, an- 
nually to be renewed, of one hundred dollars. These delegates 
represented either individuals, or churches, or associations, or vol- 
untary societies, or State conventions of our churches. On the 
same platform, and with a vote alike weighty, stood the representa- 
tive who but spoke for himself singly, and the representative who 
assumed to speak for the 20,000 or 70,000 Baptists of an entire 
State. Would it not, in any other organization, have seemed 
strange representation, thus to give an equal influence to the solita- 
ry township elector, and to the senator who rose up in the name of 
an embodied State? Here at least was strange inequality. The 
objects of the Convention, again, were multiform, and ill-defined, if 
not illimitable. In the session of 1826, for instance, the body 
passed resolutions on Home Missions, and on Foreign; on the Sun- 
day school, and on the Tract cause; on books; on the private char- 
acter of agents; and on colleges. Was it strange, that, at the same 
session, they found it necessary to protest by solemn resolution 
against the fears of Baptists in the Western States, that the body 
might attempt to interfere with the independence of the churches?* 
Could, however, such protests, or their own personal principles and 
rare excellencies of character, have saved the churches ultimately 
from the inevitable workings of the system? If all these objects 
came legitimately within their powers, and the appropriate field of 
their duties, they were virtually a Denominational Congress; and 
then, a session of one week, or of two weeks even, was not suffi- 
cient for the wise and due despatch of their appropriate business. 
It became, however, a growing and a general conviction, in the 
body itself, and in our churches, that this was not the proper em- 
ployment of the Convention, and that to local or specific agencies 
they might more wisely commit other objects, and concentrate their 
own cares and counsels on the single theme of Foreign Missions. 
In 1845, an amended Constitution was conditionally adopted. In 
March, 1846, the Legislatures of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts 
passed, on request of the Convention, the Acts altering their appel- 
lation to that of the American Baptist Misstonary Union, and 
limiting their objects to the single, but in its singleness vast, field 
—the diffusion, by Missions, of the gospel of Christ throughout 


* Proceedings of the Fifth Triennial Meeting, held in New York, April, 1826. “ As 
fears have existed to some extent in the Western States, and elsewhere, that at some fu- 
me day this body might attempt to interfere with the independence of churches, there- 

ore, 

Resolved, In accordance with its former views, and with well known and long estab- 
lished Biptest priaciples, this Coavention cannot exercis2 the least authority over the 
government of churches.” Session of Monday evening, May 8, 1826, page 20. 
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that world, of which He is the rightful and predicted Lord. In May 
of that year, the Constitution thus already conditionally accepted, 
and by these statutes legally recognized, was adopted, uncondtlion- 
ally and definitively. 

That Constitution changed the membership, as well as defined 
anew the province and labors, of the Union. It had been annual 
exclusively. It became a life membership exclusively. It had been 
of delegates or representatives. Each member now appeared, on 
the platform of the Union, as an individual, representing there but 
his own views. The new Constitution was received with unwonted 
solemnity and unanimity. If ever a cloud of influences from the 
Highest veiled the work of man, and seemed to reveal the present 
God, it seemed then. But at the time, it was known that some 
brethren loving missions clung yet to the idea of representation; and 
desired, if not the restoration of a membership exclusively annual, 
at least its engraftment upon the new instrument, as a collateral 
branch with the life membership. At the same session which defin- 
itively adopted the Constitution, the resolution was offered by the 
Rev. Alfred Bennett, 

‘* That any church or other religious body, choosing to represent it- 
self in one annual meeting only, upon the payment of one hundred dol- 
omen enjoy, for the time being, all the rights and privileges of a 
member.” 

The resolution was, after some discussion, referred to the Board of 
Managers, with instructions that they should report upon it at their 
next annual meeting. That annual meeting, the session of 1847, 
was held in Ohio, where many of the members, long accustomed to 
attend, could not be present. A Committee was appointed by the 
Board, to consider, during that session of the Board, the resolution 


so referred—which Committee recommended the postponement of — 


the decision upon it for another year, and the appointment of a spe- 
cial Committee of nine, who should give to the subject ‘‘ a thorough 
investigation,’ and report at the present session. The subject has 
been thus for two years before our churches, though but for the past 
year under the charge and special consideration of your Committee. 
It has been widely discussed. There has been to some extent a 
change of opinion. But there is not yet entire harmony. ‘The pre- 
ceding remarks, as giving a history of the origin and scope of the 
question before the churches, may, it is hoped, aid those who ap- 
proach the decision of the subject, to form their decision in full view 
of all the past and prospective bearings of the proposed amendment, 

Your Committee have supposed it due, alike to the brethren de- 
siring, and to those resisting such change, to the love of brotherly 
union, and to the interests of our Missions, that there should be a 
more thorough intelligence, on either hand, of the grounds urged to 
sustain and to dissuade from the alteration, In the ‘‘ investigation,” 
which, as is above shown, your Committee were expressly appoint- 
ed to make, they have supposed it their duty: first, to array the 
considerations pleaded on either side by the friends and by the op~ 
posers of the amendment; nezt, to remind themselves of the singular 


intricacies which embarrass the whole question of the relations be-. 


tween the churches on the one hand, and voluntary organizations 
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on the other, and to bring the scattered hints of Scripture to bear 
upon these intricacies; nerf, to ascertain, or estimate as far as we 
may, the extent to which this feeling, in favor of the change sought, 
pervades our churches; and lastly, to suggest the conclusions, hur- 
ried and imperfect as they might be, which your Committee have 
reached. 

I. In favor of a change, the following are, it is believed, the 
main considerations urged. Life membership, it is supposed, is an 
innovation upon the past missionary policy of the American Bap- 
tists. Our fathers had an annual delegation. Was not this the 
more democratic mode? In giving to a body of mena tenure for 
life of the place which authorizes them to manage our missionary 
colonies on the shores of Burmah, China and Africa, are we not 
creating a religious aristocracy, a class of men having privileges 
life-long and indefeasible? They may become unworthy; but they 
are irresponsible and irremovable. ‘They may, as pastors, become 
errorists, or by open immorality, render themselves an offence and 
-a burden to the churches; and yet they remain on the registers of 
your Missionary Association, and though long since blotted by a 
righteous indignation from the church books, are ineffaceable from 
the rolls of that Society, which aims to plant what should be pattern 
churches amid the wastes of heathenism. ‘They may, again, never 
have been church members. The irreligious children of our Chris- 
tian friends may scout alike the faith and the practice of their pious 
fathers, and yet, when parental fondness gave them a footing on the 
missionary platform, there they stand, worldly and heretical—it may 
be even profligate and blasphemous; and yet members, and if they 
choose to be so, voters in our missionary affairs. Is it not, it is 
asked, if we allow to such a class space on our platform, better to 
have at their side a class coming in upon a smaller payment, and 
holding membership but for the year; if found unworthy, not re-ap- 
pointed, coming freshly from the churches, and speaking distinctly 
and boldly the varying wishes of their constituents? It is further 
contended that the missionary work is properly the work of the 
churches—that their Great Founder framed them as missionary 


. bodies, and that the task, therefore, of conducting, if not of exclu- 


sively sustaining missions, should belong to them,—the children by 
faith of faithful Abraham,—rather than be surrendered to, or even 
shared with the Philistine and the Canaanite, who have no place in 
Zion, and who bring an alien dialect and an alien heart into the 
councils of God’s Israel. Your Missionary Union, it is said, pro- 
vides that its officers and missionaries should be regular Baptists : 
why not extend the same restriction to its life members, the electors 
of its office-bearers, and the advisers of its missionary laborers? 
rams it is argued, must not the millennial triumphs of the last 

es of the Christian church be preceded by missionary activity 
F e that of the first ages of the church? Should not your mission- 
ary organizations, if” not prematurely of that kind, slope at least, 
like the ways of a ship soon to be launched—slope towards a better 
and more primitive state of things, when each of our churches shall 
sustain its foreign missionary as well as its pastor; and thus make, 
by its home and its foreign messenger, the proclamation of the same 
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gospel to races and regions that are, perchance, the antipodes of 
each other? We want, it is said, a Missionary Society that will 
naturally, with the growth of missionary zeal, drop apart into the 
old, the simple, and energetic system of Missions, practised in those 
times when apostles yet preached, and when the word of God grew 
mightily and prevailed, when entire fortunes were flung into the 
treasuries of the church, and nations were born to Christ as ina 
day. Now these arguments, urged as in many instances they are, 
by true and tried friends of our Missions, deserve respectful and 
prayerful consideration. It should be observed, however, that if 
these suggestions are conclusive, they require not only the change 
in behalf of which they are adduced, or the engrafting of annual 
upon life memberships, whilst both are permitted to remain collat- 
eral branches in one conjoint system. If well put, these arguments 
go yet further in the practical inferences they suggest, and would 
seem to make imperative upon us the total abandonment, at what- 
ever risk and at whatever sacrifice, of the scheme of life mem- 
berships, and would demand of us a return to exclusive annual del- 
egations. 

Some, who, for themselves individually, prefer the existing sys- 
tem, yet for the sake of brethren whose wishes they respect and 
whom they see swayed by these arguments, would, studying the 
things that make for peace, re-admit the principle of delegation, on 
an annual payment of at least one half the sum required to consti- 
tute life membership. 

II. Against the alteration thus advocated, either in part or in 
whole, brethren urge the following, as in their view being consid- 
erations of equivalent, and even preponderating weight. The new 
instrument is, it is said, of very recent adoption, and deserves, be- 
fore amendment, at least its full term of trial, It is urged, also, 
that our past missionary history shows the inconvenient and embar- 
rassing character of the old platform. There was a waning of mis- 
sionary zeal under its action, a threatened dissipation and drying 
up of missionary funds, and a diversion in the deliberative meetings 
of the Convention to other and subordinate topics, from the single 
and paramount object of evangelizing the nations for Christ. As to 
the imputation of aristocratic tendencies, it is, on this side, utterly 
denied; and it is argued that our new and existing system is far 
more democratic and popular than was the former, which it has re- 
placed: ‘To keep a pastor in his place as an annual delegate from 
his church for nine consecutive years, the payment was once re- 
quired from that church of $900. If he continued for twenty years 
their missionary delegate and their pastor, they needed to expend 
for his place on the platform $2,000. Now, instead of the one man, 
some nine or some twenty men are in this space of time made per- 
manently members; and surely democracy in our religious institu- 
tions has more to dread from the exclusive rights of the one man, 
than from the common rights of a score. The old system as re- 
quiring the more money was essentially the more aristocratic. It is 
stated, for instance, by one of your Committee, that the State of 
New Jersey, under the older law of membership, had but an aver- 
age of some ten delegates in your annual meetings; whereas now 
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she has some thirty-five life members. The basis of local represen- 
tation is thus widely broadened; the elective franchise, in choosing 
our Missionary Boards, is very greatly extended through our 
churches. As to the objection of an unworthy, or worldly, or ex- 
communicated man remaining still an elector and life member, the 
reply is made, that, in the wide multiplication of members, such are 
little able or likely to control our action, or even to molest our de- 
liberations by their presence. If they came, they would be so out- 
numbered, as to become as innocuous and as little able to color our 
policy, as the mire, washed into the Hudson from the streets of the 
city where we are now met, is to choke the harbors of the commer- 
cial metropolis planted on its banks where the river disembogues 
into the ocean. ‘The element is neutralized by the vast and over- 
whelming floods of a sounder membership. But if this be not suffhi- 
cient protection, why, it is said, not classify the life members into 
two orders? Let the one be the ordinary life member, who must all 
be male church members; the other the honorary life member, in- 
cluding all others than these. The honorary life member might 
have a seat, but not a vote. And to go yet further, the Board of 
Managers might have discretionary power given them, to drop from 
the roll of life members any church member expelled for immorality 
or heresy, or any honorary life member become notoriously unwor- 
thy of fellowship in so high and honorable an enterprise. It is fur- 
ther said, that if we admit, from the desire of conciliating brethren 
who prefer that system, annual membership at a moderate sum of 
fifty or thirty dollars, we shall be, year by year, invaded by the pro- 
osals of amendments involving yet more dangerous concessions. 
hese amendments, pleading the narrow means of some feebler 
churches, will sink yet lower the terms of admission, until ten dol- 
lars even may constitute a member forthe year. Thus it will be 
put into the power of any wealthier churches having an object to be 
attained, and procuring the appointment of the annual meeting of 
the Union for their own vicinage, to flood us by a large and local 
delegation of annual members, sweeping before their numbers and 
inexperience and zeal all opposition that might be attempted on the 
part of long missionary experience and true missionary ardor; and 
all, but to subserve some transitory and neighborhood interests. 
Brethren who deprecate a change urge further, that the system of 
life membership gives us a class of members who from their fixed 
position, and tenure of a permanent influence, will have ‘an ac- 
quaintance and an experience in the management of missions, that 
could not be secured under the older system. And lastly, it is de- 
nied that, as Baptists, we have any right to confound our volunta 
organizations with our ecclesiastical, and to admit into these volun- 
tary societies the dangerous principle of church representation. In 
the popular sense of that term, and as it is understood by most in 
our churches, and as will be virtually claimed by many ot our mis- 
sionary contributors should our Union be at their desire remodelled, 
that representation includes legislation. Now, against this it is said, 
that, in all fairness, legislation, supposing the history of the church 
of Christ had shown it to be otherwise safe, ought to include also 
taration; and that the voluntary society based upon it, and claiming 
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to represent and embody law for the churches, should also raise as- 
sessors to fix on our wealthier churches, and on our church mem- 
bers, the quota due from their affluence, but denied by their 
covetousness, to the work of evangelization. As to the danger in 
the existing body, that it should pervert either funds or power, it is 
replied, that it is a body now mainly dependent, and it should ever be 
kept dependent, on annual contributions from the churches; that to 
win from the churches this its yearly bread, it must do faithfully 
its yearly task; and that failing to effect this, it will at once find the 
churches withdrawing their support. It is, then, left with its every 
channel of influence dry, the reservoir of its exchequer drained to 
utter bankruptcy, and, like ‘‘a broken cistern,’’ or a ruined aque- 
duct, it remains powerless for evil, soon as it ceases to earn the 
confidence of the churches, and to be any longer in their eyes pow- 
erful for good. 

III. Now, on either hand, the considerations thus urged must 
be allowed even by those on the opposite side, to be not without 
their plausibility and force. Perhaps there has been, on neither 
side, the full understanding of the positions actually held by breth- 
ren upon the other; and objections may by the advocates of either 
view have been pushed too far. May we not, then, safely invite 
brethren who advocate and who oppose the change, to examine the 
very intricate question of the relations of the Christian church, as 
its Framer left it, to voluntary organizations? ‘The importance of 
this topic, and the haze of misconception which in many minds ob- 
scures it, must excuse the minuteness and detail of our attempted 
examination. 

Baptists believe the church to be (considered on the one side,) a 
pure democracy, since all its members enter it of their own choice, 
and neither by birth, nor act of others, nor civil pains and compul- 
sion, can they become rightfully heirs and fellow citizens there. 
But (viewed on another side, and this aspect or side of the great 
fact being as true and as sure as the other and opposite side, al- 
ready stated,) the Christian church is a monarchy, and an autocra- 
cy even, in which Jesus Christ is the uncontrolled Sovereign and 
the only Legislator, sufficient, infallible and eternal. Baptists also 
believe, and in this belief many of the most spiritual even among 
Episcopalians and Romanists unite with them, that the church of 
the Scriptures, where it is a visible church, is a single, local con- 
gregation of faithful men; that the notion, so prevalent in our ordi- 
nary discourse, and even assumed often in our ecclesiastical argu- 
mentations as an axiom, the existence of a visible church, compris- 
ing all the Christians of a denomination, or of a land, or of an age, 
is an unscriptural figment—a mere, baseless fallacy, utterly dis- 
countenanced by the New Testament. That book, in speaking of 
the Christians of Asia, calls them not the Asiatic church, but the 
churches of Asia. ‘The only other one church, known in Scripture, 
is the invisible and universal church, whose members are all of them 
saints, including these, all of these and none but these, embracing those 
of them to us now dead, those who are now living on earth, and others 
a great multitude yet to live. This church instead of being, as our 
daily expressions assume, visible, is in fact as yet so to none but its 
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Great Head, the Lamb, in whose book of life it is registered. As 
the visible church i is a single local congregation, and as the general 
and universal church is as yet an invisible church,—Baptists have in 
general strenuously contended that the single Christian congrega- 
tion has no earthly, ecclesiastical organization above it. They have 
recognized the right, the privilege, and the duty of cooperation 
among these several independent churches. But they have no right, 
and would regard it as no privilege, to come together and by their 
codperation form the Baptist Church of the United States; or the 
British Baptist Church, in case the independent churches of our 
views in Great Britain should so combine. Baptists have protested 
loudly and sternly, and contended even to the death, against the right 
of any council or association, meeting in the name ‘of the churches, 
to lord it over their discipline or doctrine. Is there, then, no coop- 
eration possible among them? Much, and most effective coopera- 
tion, we answer, long as Christ and the Holy Spirit inhabit these 
several churches, and by such inhabitation give them the necessary 
unity and mutual love. Without that Spirit they are, and it is safer 
for them that they should remain, a rope of sand; but when pervad- 
ed by that divine and assimilating love, the sand is molten into a sea 
of glass. Their cohesion depends upon their piety. 

o political science, government is considered as having its three 
branches; the executive, the judiciary, and the legislative. Bap- 
tists believe, that, in the New Testament polity, the legislation of the 
church ceased with the completion of the New Testament canon; 
and that on the death of the last apostle, this the legislation of the 
Christian church became a fixed, finished fact, to which nothing 
could be added, and whence nothing may be taken, on peril of dam- 
nation to the conscious and wilful innovator; and that all improve- 
ments and appendages, attempted by the laws and canons of synods, 
are gross usurpations on the kingly prerogative of our one Lord 
Jesus Christ, and gross invasions of the liberties of us the Lord’s 
freedmen. As to the judiciary powers of the Christian church, we 
suppose them to reside in the Christian Scriptures, as expounded 
by the ever-iiving and infallible Spirit—expounded to the individual 
conscience, and to the prayerful church; and that the church, in 
Christian discipline, exercises such judicial power, when devotion- 
ally consulting Scripture and receiving the aids of that Spirit; or it 
may rather be said, the Spirit of Christ judges, in them and by them, 
the offending disciple. As to the executive power of the Christian 
church, it dwells in Christ and the Spirit of Christ, as inhabiting, 
as prompting, as endowing, and as blessing His servants, both indi- 
vidually and as churches. They work, and He works; for by Him 
and i Him is their strength and life. The perpetual presidency of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the assemblies of His believing people, is 
the safeguard, and glory, and strength of our churches. The per- 
petual immanence and intercession of the Holy Ghost in the hearts 
and assemblies of a devout church—this is the breath of our nostrils 
| as to our spiritual life and well-being, and this the patent of our in- 
— defectibility and invincibility. Soon as the Spirit is grieved and 
a) goes forth, our polity is such that the process of ecclesiastical disin- 

; tegration at once commences. When the breath or earthly spirit 
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oes out of a man, his body rots, and the members fall apart. 
When the fruit becomes decayed, its skin no longer holds the pulp, 
but it loses shape, and solidity, and cohesion. So it is in what we 
deem the polity of the New Testament churches. As long as they 
remain spiritual and prayerful, our churches with Christ in their 
hearts, and Christ in their assemblies, have, on our system, energy, 
and elasticity, and boundless enterprise, and yet perfect union. But 
when piety dies, the unity and power disappear, as they ought of 
right to do, for unity without piety makes the church a curse to the 
world. Other systems hold the ecclesiastical continuity and organ- 
ization unbroken, when the spirit and inward life has vanished. 
They galvanize the corpse of a Christian church into ghastly and 
murderous activity, after the breath of the Divine life has quitted it. 

The purpose of these prolonged explanations is to bring into a 
strong light the facet, that in any attempt to create for the churches, 
through voluntary associations or otherwise, a legislative power, we 
are sinning against the first principles of our own Baptist polity, and 
what is much worse, usurping upon the prerogatives of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In our attempts at united effort we may thus stumble 
unwittingly upon legislation. What is our denominational mode of 
obtaining co-operation as churches? We express union and sym- 
pathy, as independent churches, by delegates and by epistles. ‘The 
epistle is the written delegate; the delegate is the oral epistle. By 
epistles we dismiss and receive members interchangeably with each 
other. In some cases, both epistles and delegates are employed. 
In the ordination of a minister, delegates of neighboring churches 
go to express sympathy, and to employ their individual judgment 
and experience in trying the worth and call of the candidate. The 
word for delegates which our fathers delighted to employ was the 
scriptural term, ‘‘the messengers of the churches.”’ Inthe work 
of relieving the poor churches of Judea, Paul would have the 
churches elsewhere send delegates or messengers to bear their 
bounty. And so in the only authoritative church council which we 
know, (for inspired apostles partook in its decisions, )—the council 
which forbade meats offered to idols and the use of blood,—delegates 
or messengers were sent out to announce to the churches abroad 
this decree of apostles. Now some, to appearance, have assum- 
ed'that the delegate and the representative are equivalent terms. 
But is it so? The delegate is not a representative, in the popular, 
and, as we suppose, the proper sense of this last title. A represen- 
tative presents in some remote spot, as if in person there, the indi- 
vidual or the body sending him; and his presence binds on the party 
sending him all the legitimate acts of the conference to which they 
thus sent him. If our views as Baptists are correct, our churches 
cannot give legislative power, because they have it not; and coun- 
cils or voluntary societies have therefore no right to take legislative 
power as a gift from the churches, even should the churches assume 
to make such gift. But overlooking this fact, forgetting that the legis- 
lation of the church was settled and closed centuries since; looking at 
the democratic side of the church organization in the voluntary char- 
acter of its membership, and overlooking the regal side of that organi- 
zation in the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus Christ; then, on this 
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false assumption that the church is, merely and purely, a democra- 
cy, building the inference that, like any other democracy, it should 
make and mend its own laws; on these false premises building still 
another false assumption, that the several independent democracies 
of the various separate churches may come together, by their repre- 
sentatives, and make one conjoint democratic confederacy, which 
shall legislate for its constituent churches,—and yet another false as- 
sumption, that the messenger or delegate of the primitive churches 
was what we call a representative, sent to similar confederacies ;— 
thus, we say, heaping baseless assumptions one on another, good 
men loving freedom and Scripture, build up a system which is nei- 
ther friendly to scriptural truth or practical freedom. We said, the 
delegate of church to church is not, in the ordinary sense of that 
term, a representative. ‘The true representative is a Congressman 
and a legislator. ‘The Christian delegate is rather a counsellor than 
a Congressman; an administrative rather than a legislative officer; 
applying laws already made, but not entitled to make laws for his 
employers. The seventy elders chosen to aid Moses would not have 
been entitled, after applying to individual cases the laws given on 
Mount Sinai, to have gone on amending, enlarging or abridging Je- 
hovah’s oracles. They were not legislative oflicers. 

Now for certain administrative purposes the church may use vol- 
untary organizations. The church member may, on the same Sab- 
bath, and in obedience to one and the same Sovereign Jesus Christ, 
give out of the same earnings of the week one part to the Church, 
and a second part to the Town Poor Fund, a civil voluntary organi- 
zation, and a third part to the Tract, Sabbath School, or Missionary 
Society, a religious voluntary organization. But as he may not let 
the voluntary organization of his cwil rulers in the town, or state, 
or nation, shape his religious opinions or acts, so he may not allow 
the religious voluntary organization to claim such control, Our 
missionary societies have no right to ordain ministers, or to disci- 
pline the churches of converted heathen abroad or the churches of 
Christians at home. They are fiscal and administrative agencies, 
which the Christians of the churches employ. The churches them- 
selves, or Christ rather, and the Spirit of Christ in those churches, 
furnish the missionaries. And so Christ’s Scriptures, and the Spirit 
in their individual consciences, and pastors, and churches, as apply- 
ing prayerfully those Scriptures, must discipline the new converts. 
And far as they are really spiritual and scriptural, they will neces- 
sarily heed and value the sympathy and counsel of Christians and 
churches at home, who are also scriptural and spiritual. But each 
church on the Irrawaddy as on the Hudson, is of right, by Christ’s 
irrepealable decree, free and uncontrollable of man, subject in reli- 
gious matters to no hierarchy, council, or confederacy; not cur sub- 


jects and vassals spiritually, more than we are theirs. 


When the system of literal and proper representation was intro- 
duced into the early Christian churches, it began with those of 
Greece, and was a reminiscence of their old republics and Amphic- 
tyonic councils. In the early and middle ages of the Roman pon- 
tiffs, these representative bodies, the church synods, favored politi- 
cal liberty, against the despotism of emperors, and against a stern 
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and bloody feudalism. But they, from an early period, subverted 
religious liberty, by consolidating ecclesiastical power. A central 
despotism thus sprung up, before which the haughtiest of earthly 
monarchs grew pale, in the core of which sate Antichrist fully form- 
ed, and over the throne of whose guilty and impious arrogance the 
Apocalypse has rolled its heaviest thunders and is pouring out vials 
of wrath not yet emptied to their last dregs. Representation, in the 
popular sense, however necessary in the State to political liberty, 
is in the Christian church unwarranted and antichristian, because 
it legislates itself into Christ’s seat, and revises His statute-book, 
and enslaves His freedmen. 

Now if our churches in claiming the representative principle 
mean what their words mean, and we fear that many from heedless- 
ness do mean just this, they have already past the Rubicon, and 
their fancied democracy has taken the first and decisive step in the 
way to Rome. It wants but time, and dev~lopment, and the heart’s 
treachery, and Satan’s vigilant activity, to bring in all the rest—the 
crosier, the canon, the tiara and the Pontiff—infallibility and despot- 
ism, and Antichrist. 

How, we ask again, were missions conducted of old? Have ours 
a scriptural pattern? Did the first Christians repudiate all aid from 
the world? One text would at first seem to favor this supposition, 
where John commends the missionary laborers as worthy to be 
brought forward on their journey after a godly sort, because that for 
Christ’s name they went forth ‘‘ taking nothing of the Gentiles.”’ But 
that this was not the law of missionary labor in all cases, we see 
from Paul’s history. Whilst laboring in the Corinthian church, he 
refused, indeed, the contributions even of the Christiansthere. Not, 
as he declares, that it was wrong to accept these, for, as he says, he 
only and Barnabas of all the apostles refrained thus. Elsewhere we 
learn that while in Thessalonica, he received, once and again, the aid 
of the Philippian church; and in his 2d letter to the Corinthians he 
even proposes to be brought on his way, or aided, by them as he goes 
to the churches in Judea. Nor did he scorn the acceptance of 
friendly offices and help from the heathen. The barbarous people 
of Melita at his departure loaded him and his fellow voyagers with 


such things as were necessary. It seems highly improbable that all | 


these benefactors were converts. To go higher than this, the only 
infallible and perfect Missionary the world ever saw, or ever shall 
see, received, if not money yet money’s worth, in his missionary 
travels, from every host at whose table he sate, or under whose roof 
or within v hose fishing bark he was received. Were these all con- 
verts? Simon the leper, who while entertaining him was rebuked 
by him; Zaccheus the publican, the member of a class generally 
and but too justly odious for their unrighteous gains; and the woman 
whose alabaster box anointed him for his burial; all were mission- 
ary contributors, and Christ received their offerings to forward his 
missionary career. 

It seems then probable from our Lord’s history, and that of his 
apostles, that the Christian missionary may receive aid for his mis- 
sionary work, from others than acknowledged Christians. If we 
ought of right to refuse such contributions from the unconverted to 
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aid in diffusing the gospel abroad, why accept the offerings of the 
unconyerted congregation to aid in sustaining the gospel at home? 
If we refuse to take from the unregenerate and the worldly their of- 
ferings to the Foreign Mission treasury, why not, ia consistency, 
require Christian ships and Christian navigators, as well as patrons 
exclusively Christian, for the transmissal of our missionaries; and 
why not hold Paul a sinner exceedingly, because he allowed him- 
self, prisoner as he was, but having yet much influence with the 
centurion Julius, to be embarked by that centurion in the vessel, 
on whose prow stood the idol statues of Castor and Pollux, gods of 
the very heathen he Paul was sent to denounce? 

The world, it would seem, may share inthe work. But should 
they control it? Certainly not. The churches should govern it. 
But howso? Are the missionary organizations to be made, formally 
and authoritatively, a part of our church economy? Have we a 
scriptural warrant for that? The missions of the Christian church, 
in their earliest and most missionary era, do not seem to have been 
sustained by a great ecclesiastical fund, authoritatively levied, and 
which ecclesiastical rulers were formally to dispense. It seems to 
have been then, as now, left very much to individual conscience, 
that nothing, as says the apostle Paul, ‘‘ might be done as of con- 
straint but willingly.”’ Even those religious communions of our 
own day, who have held most tenaciously the doctrines that we re- 
pudiate, of a great, visible, and earthly church, and that this visible 
church is the only competent missionary organization, have, we be- 
lieve, found very little success in the attempt to reduce their own 
missionary theory into practice. Their ecclesiastical communion 
they cannot succeed in making into an efficient missionary organi- 
zation. The most efficient missionary institutions of Rome herself, 
perfect as is her ecclesiastical machinery, are not, in our own age 
at least, ecclesiastical organizations; but voluntary societies, the 
Lyons Society in France, and the Leopold Foundation in Austria, 
appealing each of them to individual contributors and receiving each 
what it may be able to solicit, not what it can assess and levy, from 
the nations. 

But supposing that we, who allow, as a denomination, no general, 
visible church on earth, undertake to resolve our churches, as such, 
into the only accredited channels of missionary zeal and missionary 
liberality, there are two difficulties that to your Committee seem in- 
superable. Even those of our brethren who contend most strenu- 
ously for a membership of our missionary societies that shall be 
exclusively Christian and denominational, are obliged to make their 
missionary organization rest on a moneyed basis. The contributors 
of a certain sum are members for the year or for life. But if the 
church and the missionary society are co-extensive, as their theory 
supposes, what right have they to put a church organization on a 
moneyed basis, especially an organization for the preaching the gos- 
pel, when the gospel, the divine and fundamental law of that 
ehurch, calling the church into existence and controlling it,—the 
gospel, the very errand on which the missionary is sent by the or- 
ganization,—finds its glory and the evidence of its divine origin in that 
it is preached to the poor. The Christian church as its divine founder 
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left it, invited the penniless, the neglected and the outcast, the most 
destitute of the destitute, the forlornest of the forlorn, the paupers 
to whom man then allotted nor roof when living, nor grave when 
dead, and to whom even now the hospital almost loathes to open its 
gates. Is there not some inconsistency in calling the missionary 
society a church organization; and then excluding from this church 
organization the converted pauper, whois a church member, because 
like Lazarus he has only prayers and not coin to offer for his share 
in the membership, and on the missionary platform? Is not this 
making gold a platform where Christ has made grace such? ‘This 
is one difficulty in their theory, and to us itis insurmountable. An- 
other is this. If, in endeavoring to avoid this evil, you set up the 
principle that every church member, poor or rich, is from his stand- 
ing inthe church, a member of your missionary organization, how 
will you, then, shut out from the control of the missionary work the 
many Christians, and churches even, who as yet have shown no ad- 
equate interest in the work? Would not this be to repeat the fla- 
grant injustice which Solomon detected and forbade, when the mother 
who had overlaid her own babe, claimed the charge of the surviving 
child, the son of another and more careful parent? Churches who have 
ignored, m that part at least, the missionary charter of their divine 
Founder, and extirpated from their own bosom all life of missionary 
zeal, till ‘‘ naught there is heard to peep or to mutter”’ of sympathy 
for the heathen—are these to be indiscriminately entrusted with the 
care of fostering the infant missionary enterprises of the day? Give 
rather the lamb to be suckled by the she-wolf. 

-No—let it rather be understood that the independent and uncon- 
federated churches remain, as Christ works in them, the great agen- 
cy to furnish pastors and missionary teachers, and in allowing or 
disallowing fellowship to the converts from heathenism, and in recog- 
nizing and trying the gifts of the candidate for missionary toils: 
Then the individual zeal of church members, aided by all in the 
church or out of the church who may choose thus to obey the sum- 
mons of Christ to sympathy for the destitute, will furnish the requi- 
site funds. The missionary society becomes thus a fiscal, advisory 
and administrative agency to collect and disburse these funds, and 
to counsel and sustain these missionaries. ‘They are not, in such 
ease, a regular ecclesiastical organization, the virtual representa~ 
tives, the senators and conscript fathers of the churches. They 
have no such rights. And it is, perhaps, well that the churches 
should have, in the very terms of missionary membership and in the 
consequent limitations of their powers, a perpetual monument set 
up, as it were, in protest against all possible claim of ecclesiastical 
power. The vital missionary agency is happily beyond our control 
and above our reach. The helm is not given to our weak and mor- 
tal hands. ‘The Pilot who points the prow, and watches the heavens 
to guide our missionary way, 1s older than the stars, and than the 
keel of the missionary church that he guides ; for he is the Ancient 
of Days, and his goings forth have been from everlasting. Christ, 
by His spirit working in His people, is the great executive agency 


of the missionary work. Missionary societies are but a portion of 


the voluntary and fiscal arrangements of the crew amongst them~ 
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selves, but which neither control the course of the voyage, nor con- 
struct the chart. To the churches, and to the truth, and the love 
of the truth in them, rather than to any provisions of limitation in the 
platform of our voluntary societies we must Juok as our chief human 
safeguards, against a perversion of missionary funds and against a 
misdirection of our associated missionary efforts. Human policy 
and ecclesiastical nursing fathers have often, in seeking a good end, 
by their own arbitrary methods, virtually set aside the simpler and 
wiser safeguards of Christ’s own providing. His treasury is the 
enlarged and liberal hearts of His renewed people :—His constitu- 
tion the scriptural, local, and independent Christian church. The 
man who should propose to make himself stronger by taking the 
bones from the interior of his own bodily frame-work, where the 
Creator hid them, and by quilting them for his better protection in- 
to the corslet he wears about and without him, would be no unapt 
image of the church conservators, who have in all ages put their 
artificial safeguards for the church, rather in the outward and in- 
vented framework, the changeful and perishable habiliments of hu- 
man creeds and constitutions, in the wisdom of the fathers and the 
decrees of synods, than in the inward and hidden life of a prayer- 
ful church, and the spirituality of renewed disciples, regenerate and 
holy men, taught of the Spirit of God, inhabited by the Spirit, and 
therefore obeying that Spirit in the scriptures and loving that same 
Spirit in their fellow-disciples, sharers of the same regeneration, and 
therefore like minded with them. The church is not only essential- 
ly missionary, but each Christian, really such, is inevitably more or 
less a missionary. If not in other ways, he isin this. He emits 
moral light, and transmils and reflects holiness. As light in its own 
nature expels darkness, and as life from the necessity of its being 
protests against and repels death, so truth in the Christian’s heart 
is necessarily aggressive against error and sin. The mode and 
sphere of his missionary toils—the extent to which the rays of his 
missionary influence trave]—it is for the individual conscience, en- 
lightened by the Scripture, Spirit and Providence of God, to deter- 
mine. And as, in the parable of the wounded traveller on the way 
to Jericho, we see the priest and the Levite, the representatives of 
corporations and ecclesiastical classes, passing the wretched vic- 
tim unrelieved, whilst the good Samaritan, the representative of no 
class, but acting individually and for himself alone, notices and re- 
stores the dying, so now, when ecclesiastical organizations, proper- 
ly so called, may be overlooking their brotherly duty to the heathen 
and their filial duty to God, voluntary and individual charity may 
come in to supply their lack of service. 

The day that should make the membership of our missionary so- 
cieties, strictly and fully, representatives of the churches, sitting as 
their legislators and their assessors, enacting the statute and levying 
the contingent of taxation, would be a day of gloom for the churches 
at home and for our missionary colonies abroad. In sacrificing the 
independence of the churches and the spontaneity of the alms, it 
would choke the prayers and cripple the enterprise of the churches. 
More light—more alms—more men—more prayer—ask for them all. 
Ask them in the name of our God, in the light of the judgment- 
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seat and of the cross, by the blazing Tophet, and by the glistening 
Mount Zion—entreat—aye, demand them. Let the churches by their 
pastor and by the missionary agent be agitated, until they be, through 
all their membership, sensible of their duties; but let them remain 
churches still, instead of sinking them into segments of a great and 
controlling organization, that should fail to respect the integrity and 
pr 0 of Christ’s framework the local and self-governed 
church. 

Thus far your Committee have labored to bring the scattered rays 
of Scripture, in its intimations and examples, to bear on the compli- 
cated question of the relations that should subsist between the inde- 
pendent church, and the voluntary societies of modern Christian en- 
terprise. If these views be just, they bear alike on some of the 
arguments adduced by the friends, and some urged by the opponents 
of the proposed amendment. 

IV. Having thus reviewed the considerations urged on either 
hand and the aspect of the Scripture in its bearings on the topic, it 
remains for your Committee to state the extent to which this feeling 
of anxiety for a change in the terms of membership seems to pervade 
the churches. Inthe Middle States, and in a considerable portion 
of New England, the great majority of the churches probably prefer, 
for the present at least, the retention unchanged of the existing 
basis. In Connecticut, in Maine, and in Michigan, in portions of 
Ohio and of Western New York, there are large numbers who 
would probably prefer to an exclusive life membership, an annual 
membership either in part or in whole. The Connecticut State 
Convention passed a resolution favoring an annual membership at 
the rate of fifty dollars. In Ohio, we are told, at least three Asso- 
ciations have voted in favor of a change, one of these at least to 
the exclusion of all life membership, the others but desiring the 
equal admission of annual members. The Ohio State Convention 
has adopted a resolution for representation in our missionary work. 
The Michigan State Convention with but a single vote in the nega- 
tive, resolved that the best interests of Foreign Missions demand 
the admission of annual membership. At a meeting in LeRoy, 
Western New York, on the 26th ult., which transmitted its proceed- 
ings to this Committee, several valued brethren voted desiring a 
change that should admit annual membership on payment of $50, 
and desiring the incorporation of the representative principle into 
the Union, but expressing the belief that contributors, and not churches 
as such, should be represented. Now such representation the Con- 
stitution already has from individuals, in the life membership. But 
the representation generally desired by those favoring a change is 
the opposite of this, a representation of churches as such. ‘Those 
thus desirous of a change are, then, not at all agreed, as to the 
amount of amendment to be demanded in the present organization. 
Some wish but a recognition of annual members on the same pay- 
ment as for life members. Others, and these the most in number, 
desire a lower rate for annual membership. Some would insist on 
the entire abolition of the principle of life membership. This in- 
volves an entire revolution in the existing system, that might bring 
chaotic anarchy, and must inevitably disaffect more of the tried and 
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attached friends of the Union than it could possibly win back of 
those now wavering or distrustful in their relations to our body. 
These life members are now 1383, and more than one half of them 
were made such by churches, associations, conventions and mis- 
sionary societies. This shows the feelings of those churches and 
conventions to some extent, and should not be disregarded in esti- 
mating the amount of desire for or against any change. 

Another element to be regarded in the disposal now to be made 
of the pending amendment, is the fact, that a change has taken place 
in the minds of some originally favoring a change. In your own 
Committee are some, who either for themselves, or merely in the 
wish to conciliate valuable brethren of a different judgment from 
their own, favored at first the admission of annual membership ; 
but who, seeing the views of representation which some annex to 
such amendment, are now disinclined to vote for any present altera- 
tion of the Constitution. One indication of a change in feeling ap- 
pears in the contradictory senses which some of our friends who 
unite in asking representation are giving to the word they employ, 
as we have seen in the case quoted from Western New York. 
Representation in the beginning meant, it was generally supposed, 
the representation of the churches, though how far it went in Jegis- 
lating for and taxing them, was not generally discussed. Now it 
appears, some using the word intend by it but the appointment by 
individuals, and not by churches as such, of delegates. A modifica- 
tion of views has taken place. The extent to which it has already 
proceeded, whether it has reached its last limits, or is likely to pro- 
ceed yet further, your Committee are unable to learn. They deem 
your own body at this session better qualified than they can them- 
selves be, to judge how far such change has spread, and how much 
farther it may be expected to spread, and whether another year of 
delay and discussion would or would not avail to supersede the ne- 
cessity of an early and radical alteration in our existing system. 

Your Committee have their individual judgments and preferences. 
Some, and this the Jarger number in the Committee, would for 
themselves desire no change so early and so radical. Yet if others 
truly loving the cause would be by such change propitiated, (whilst 
no danger should be incurred of disaffecting the present and fast 
friends of the Union,) this portion of the Committee would sacrifice 
most gladly their own preferences to secure harmony and fraternal 
co-operation. Others of your Committee prefer a change admitting 
annual membership, but they would cheerfully renounce their own 
preferences to the general wishes, and to secure the co-operation of 
the largest possible number of our brethren. All are agreed in pro- 
testing against the principle of representation in the strict and pop- 
ular use of that term, and they would admit no change that should 
not specifically and solemnly disavow the rights of a missionary so- 
ciety to construe and develope itself into a legislative confederacy 
of our churches. Such missionary society has not episcopal super- 
vision even over our missionary churches. Its Board of Managers 
are not the senators, nor its Secretaries the dictators of our sister 
churches, the colonies but not the vassals of the Baptist churches 
of this country, planted by them on eastern shores. 
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V. Your Committee would now terminate the protracted, but 
necessarily protracted because complicated, ‘‘ investigation” re- 
quired of them. They close with an inquiry and a sUGGESTION. 

For themselves they are not prepared to urge the amendment, 
though a minority of their number prefer it. But they all deem it 
essential to a wise and intelligent decision, that your body inquire 
(and this they may now and here do,) more fully than your Com- 
mittee found themselves able to do, how far the feeling in our 
churches, favorable to an amendment engrafting annual member- 
ship upon the existing Constitution, is on the ebb or is in course of 
increase. If further discussion and fuller reflection have shaken 
the first preferences of many for annual membership, and are likely 
to recal from such preferences many more who as yet favor it, your 
Committee would, on your ascertaining such change and prospect 
of yet further change, in the feelings of those who have sought al- 
teration in the missionary platform, recommend still further con- 
sideration and delay. A postponement cannot risk as much as 
would a rash and unconsidered amendment. 

Your committee have also a suggestion. If your Board should, 
on such inquiry, deem the state of feeling on the part of numerous 
and honest friends of missions in the churches, to require the ad- 
mission of the element of annual membership, your Committee 
would recommend that the amendment proposed be so varied, that, 
‘* On the payment of not less than fifty dollars, any church, or reli- 
gious body, or individual, shall be allowed to appoint an Annual Mem- 
ber, who shall enjoy for the year all the privileges of a Life Member.” 

They further suggest, that if the Union incorporate the proposed 
amendment into the Constitution, they do also distinctly disavow the 
principle of representation, in the popular and full sense of that 
term. In our ecclesiastical relations, delegations from churches are 
scriptural and useful. They are essential to our church fellowship. 
But in our voluntary societies, the representation of churches is an 
unsafe principle. Such representatives have usurped the right of 
ecclesiastical legislation. The history of the churches has con- 
demned it, and the providence of God is in history. If this unten- 
able theory of church representation underlies the demand for a 
change, (which your Committee do not assert,) then more will be 
lost than can be gained by its admission into the platform of your 
body. If brethren, true and warm friends of missions, insist on 
such representation, and not satisfied with the amendment above 
conditionally proposed, decline, in case of a refusal to adopt full and 
uncontrolled representation, further co-operation with your body, 
your Committee believe it the cordial and unfeigned wish of all our 
churches, that brethren, on that or other account, differing and di- 
vided from us in all parts of the field, may have the blessing of our 
common Master, far as they seek the true end of missionary organi- 
zation. Our common task in every such organization, should be to 
uproot error and sin from our misguided and guilty world. As other 
and kindred organizations do this, your body wall and must rejoice 
that so much of our common work is done, and so much of our 
common wish accomplished. There is land enough to be possessed 
by every band of missionary laborers. The success of others will 
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be that, not of rivals so much as fellow-helpers, and shall have our 
hearty sympathy. If the Master be served, it is enough for us, 
Hearing the same summons, pleading the same promises, guided and 
sealed by the same Spirit, bought by the same ransom, plucked from 
a common perdition, and speeding to a common home on high, 
brethren by the Master’s redemption, and brethren in the Master’s 
prophecies, why should we contend by the way? Let each walk by. 
the measure of light he has received, and let none of us think that 
the Elder Brother is honored, or his younger and weaker brethren 
edified by our wrangling in the dark, and that over the body of the 
neglected heathen. ‘‘ Whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule; let us mind the same things: and if in any 
thing we be variously minded, God shall reveal even this unto us,” 
(Phil. iii.) Let us rejoice that fuller and clearer light is on its way; 
and let us walk and talk together as brethren expecting one day to 
bask in the fullest radiance of that light, where Christ is fully 
known, and where His people are, all and altogether, Christ-like. 


R. WI ) 
Morean .!. RHEEsS, 
Tucker, 
James H. Duncan, 
Apam WILson, Committee. 
GREENLEAF S. WEss, 
JoHN STEVENS, 
Puarcettus Cuurcu, 
Joun Bootu.* 


Troy, May, 1848. 


*Rev. J. Booth, of Michigan, was unable to attend the meetings of the Committee or 
Union, but from correspondence with him, is supposed to unite in this action of the Com- 
mittee. 
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-THE CHURCH IN EARNEST. 


BY JUHN ANGELL JAMES, 


ConTENTS—I. The design to be accumplished by the Church as regards the present world. 
II. Remarks on the Epistles to the seven churches in Asia, tending to illustrate the earnestness 
in Religion. 111. Nature of Earmestuess, viewed with reference to indivicual action and prima 
rly as regards personal religion. JV. Earnestness in the way of indivicval exertion and direct 
action tor the salvation of sculs. V. Christian Earnestwess in Fanaly Kehgion. V1. ‘The active 
ity of churches in their collective capacity, or the diligence ot Christians considered as church 
members. VIL. The causes that operate to repress this Earnesiness of Religion. VII In- 
ducements to Earnesiness. IX Exanmy les of kamestess. "Ihe means to be used to obtain 
a high degree of earnest piety in the churches. XI, Conclusion—the Millennial state of the 


Church. 
PRINCIPLES OF ZOOLOGY; 


Touching the Structure, Development, Distribution and Natural Arrangement of the Races of 


Animals, living and extinet, with numerous illustrations. For the use of Schools and Colleges. — 


Part 1. Comparative Physiology. By Lovis Acassiz and Aucustus A. GouLp. 


NOTICES UF THE PRESS. — 

This work has been expected with great interest, It is not simply a system by which we are 
taught the classification of Auimals; but it is really what it professes to be, the “ Principles of 
Zoology,” carving us on step by step, from the simplest truths to the comprehension of that in- 
finite plan which the Author of Nature has established. .. . . This book places us in possession 
of information halt a century in advance of all our elementary works on th 


and valuable information on the subject of which it treats.—Prof. Jas. Hall, in the Albany Jour. 


This imeresting summary of the great results arrived at by the patient and Jaborious investiga- | 


tions of all ages and countries, richly improved by more recent researches, will awaken a taste 
for the study of Natural History, and give it an importance scmewhat commensurate with the 
ample field nature has spread before us, and the elevated conceptions it must awaken of the plan 
_ of creation and its great Author. | 

On almost every subject we have scores of new books without new principles, but not so with 
the work before us; indeed, several of the highly interesting topies presented and illustrated have 
no treatise in the Euglish language. It contains a large an.ount of valuable information. and will 
be studied with profit and interest by those who bave made respectable attainments in Natural 
History, as well as by those just commencing this science. . 

This volume is finely executed, and should find a place in every library. As a text book for 
schools aud colleges, it is far superior to any work before the public.—N. Y. District School Jour. 


MODERN FRENCH LITERATURE. 


By L. Raymonp De Vericour,tonmerly Leetwrer in the Royal Atheneum of Paris, member 
of the Institute of France, &c. Revised, with notes, relating principally to authors prominent in 
sp late Revolution at Paris. By WitLtiam StauGuton Cuase. With a fine portrait of 

AMARTINE. 


This treatise has received the highest praise as a comprehensive and wry ‘2 survey of the 
various departments of Médern French Literature. It contains biographical and critical notes of 
all the important names in Philosophy, Criticism, History. Romance, Poetry, and the Drama ; 
aud presents a full and impartial consideration of the Political Tendencies of France, as they may 
be traced in the writings of authors equally conspicuous as Scholars and as Statesmen. Mr. 
Chase, who has been the Parisian correspondent of several leading periodicals of this country, 
is well qualified, from a prolonged residence in France, his familiarity with its literature, and by 
@ personal mp with many of its authors, to introduce the work of De Vericour to the 
ic.” 
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| THE SILENT COMFORTER; 


A Companion for the Sick Room. By Louisa Payson Hopxins. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 
A more grateful companion, except the Bible, for the sick room of a Christian, than this neat 
and appropriate volume, camot well be conceived. A devout perusal of it will do much to fit 
the soul for its entrance upon immortality. May it be read by multitudes.—Ch. Alliance. 


Mrs. Hopkins is a daughter of the late Dr. Payson, of Portland, and wife of Prof. Hopkins of 
Williams College. She has compiled a volume under the shade, as it were, of ber lamented fa- 
ther, and taught also perhaps by afflictions which her own heart has known. The volume is sooth- 
ing, sweet, and edifying.—Ch. Register. — 
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“IN PRESS, 

THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST: The doctrine of the Person and Work of Christ. 
By Dr. Sartorius. Translaied trom the fifth German edition. By Rev.O. S. Stearns. 
WAYLAND’S DISCOURSES. Recent Discourses delivered in the Chapel of Brown Univer- 
sity, on many of the leading moral and religious topics of the day. By F. Wayvanp, D. D.. 


PROVERBS FOR THE PEOPLE. A series of Discussions on the book of Proverbs, in 
which are graphically delineated the great doctrines and duties which relate to mau’s temporal 
and Rev. E. L. Macoun, of Cincinnati. 


issubject. .... No 
work of the same dimensions has ever appeared in the English language containing so much new - 
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Howard NStreet. 


Change of Missionary Rooms. 


The Baptist Missionary Rooms, and the Office of the Bapiist 
Missionary Magazine, are at No. 33 Somerset Street, corner of 
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